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contact to lead students deeper in their 
experience of faith. Focused on the 
young adult, this programme draws 
from both residence halls and family 
housing residents and has consistently 
attracted around 80-90 attendees to 
the Lower Lingmoor Lounge (Keough 
House) each Thursday night from 
9:00pm. 

Likewise, Friday Night Live (FNL) 
is fast becoming a flagship-type 
programme predominately driven 
by students for both students and 
the Newbold church community. Its 
goal is to have a community impact/
evangelistic focus whilst mentoring 
and developing ministry leaders. 
Discovery of spiritual gifts amongst 
a large team is an important function 
of this programme, which, it is hoped 
will then feed into other ministries. 
The FNL team is seeking to create an 
environment of worship that challenges 
participants to view their current world 
through critical eyes, while equipping 
them to recompose and make meaning 
in a christian context. 

God has great plans for the 
students and staff of Newbold over 
the immediate period ahead. I am 
passionate about ensuring that we 
work collaboratively in seeking to 
maximise learning opportunities and 
enhance the Newbold experience for 
all students.  I am also passionate 
about supporting the church’s mission 
to make God known throughout 
Europe and beyond. I continue to be 
encouraged by students and staff who 
share this passion too.

Finally, thank you to you – the 
reader.  As a friend or alumnus of the 
college, please understand that your 
financial support is needed right now 
as we seek to progress a programme 
of much needed refurbishment, 
renovation and renewal on campus.  
Thank you for your prayers too and 
for the positive difference you are 
choosing to make daily in your sphere 
of influence as a friend and/or alumnus 
of Newbold college.

Until next time, blessings and personal 
regards,

Dr Philip Brown
Principal
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Dear alumni and friends,

Welcome to the autumn/winter 2012 issue of The Newboldian 
– and our first issue for the 2012-13 academic year.  We 

have been blessed at the outset of a new academic year with 
the excitement that new faces - students and staff - bring to a 
College learning community. Encouragingly, the number of new 
students living on campus is up over 40% this semester compared 
to the corresponding semester in 2011-12 and our overall student 
enrolment is up 9% on this time last year.  

Principal’s Message

Dear alumni and friends of Newbold college, I hope you enjoy reading this 
issue of The Newboldian.  It has been an honour to work on two issues during 

my short time working at the college and I’d like to thank the other ‘editors’ who 
have worked on this with me!  My career is taking a slight change – I am moving 
to a new company to take up a part-time role – and I will miss being involved in 
this project!  
As you will note in the staff updates page, the communications department has 
recently welcomed two new members of staff: Kirsty Watkins and Tim Watkins.  
Please do continue to send any stories or suggestions for inclusion in the next 
issue to alumni@newbold.ac.uk
Also, if you know the names and addresses of anyone who you think is interested 
in hearing from us but doesn’t receive The Newboldian currently, we would love 
to hear from you.

Go GrEEn!
If you would prefer to be emailed the next issue of The Newboldian please let 
us know by sending a message to alumni@newbold.ac.uk

Editor
Maria Rosenquist

Editoral Assistant
Bisser Stoykov

Design
Alexander Bodonyi 

Photography
Alexander Bodonyi

Thanks to other contributors
who sent photographs

and editoral.

Contact
Newbold College

St Marks Road
Bracknell, Berkshire

RG42 4AN
United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0) 1344 407407
www.newbold.ac.uk

Find us on
www.facebook.com/newboldcollege

and follow us on
Twitter @NewboldCollege

Registered Charity
No: 1052494

GREETINGS from the Editor

An exciting event prior to classes 
commencing this semester was the 
re-opening ceremony for Keough 
House, the Men’s Hall of Residence 
on Sunday afternoon, 1 September. 
Dr Bertil Wiklander, chair, Newbold 
college Board of Governors and I had 
the privilege of unveiling a plaque to 
acknowledge the completion of the 
first full renovation of Keough House 
since its original construction in 1962. 
Returning Keough House residents 
were particularly excited to see the 
transformation inside Keough House 
completed prior to their arrival.  

Over the summer months we were 
also able to commence the initial 
refurbishment of Schuil House, the 
Women’s Hall of Residence.  This work 
included new carpeting, improved 
lighting and decoration in all common 
areas.  The refurbishment work in 
Schuil House will continue in January 
2013 and we have plans for a full 
renovation of each en suite bathroom 
and the redecoration of each room.

The new academic year has begun 
with a new student services team in 
place (see cover page), which includes a 
new full-time chaplain, Paul Goltz, and 
new, full-time Residence Hall Deans,

Snežana Kordovan and Andrew 
Layland.  We have also appointed 
Sharon Stevenson, as our new Director 
of Student Services and we are looking 
forward to her arrival from the 
beginning of 2013.

At the outset of 2012-13 I am 
unapologetic about our need to 
increase the range of life-changing and 
faith-affirming opportunities afforded 
students and staff on campus.  Since 
commencing as chaplain in August 
Paul Goltz has undertaken to assess 
perceived needs within the student 
body under the Purpose Driven 
ministry model in order to develop a 
strategy to move towards an effective 
campus Ministries model at Newbold 
– and in particular, engaging a larger 
number of students working together 
in teams across a range of ministries. 
The Purpose Driven model divides 
ministry into five purposes: evangelism; 
worship; fellowship; discipleship; and 
ministry.

One example of a faith-affirming 
opportunity on campus presently is 
The Experience - an experiential-based 
worship programme, which seeks to 
source excellent presenters, using 
media, story telling and personal
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Renovation
and Development

‘The refurbished Keough House is 
a delightful development at Newbold 
college and it was long overdue. 
Students are the most valuable part of 
the college and the new Keough House 
gives evidence of this value. We are 
grateful to all who helped us do this and 
we want to see a continuation in other 
parts of the college campus,’ said Dr 
Wiklander during the ceremony.

‘In view of so many financial 
challenges today, the fact that we have 
been able to re-dedicate Keough House 
witnesses to the fact that God is leading 
and blessing our college. We praise 
Him and commit ourselves afresh to His 
service,’ Dr Wiklander added.

Keough House is built in the shape 
of a cross, with the original lounge, 
kitchenette and prayer room between 
the arms. Another feature of Keough 
House is the octagonal lounge over the 
multipurpose room of the same shape.  
Six sides are windows, overlooking the 
rolling green pastures of Berkshire. 
To coincide with the re-opening of 
Keough House, these two rooms have 
now become known as the Lingmoor 
Lounges – named after a lovely home 
on the edge of Bournemouth, with a 
view over pine woods to the beauties of 
Studland Bay and beyond. 

KEOUGH HOUSE
RE-OPENING OF MEN’S HALL

OF RESIDENcE

On Sunday afternoon 2 September 2012 Dr Bertil Wiklander 
(Chairman, newbold College Board of Governors) and Dr 

Philip Brown (Principal, newbold College) unveiled a plaque to 
celebrate the much anticipated official re-opening of Keough 
House (Men’s Hall of residence) on the newbold College campus.  
Following this unveiling, a prayer of dedication was offered by 
Pastor Paul Goltz (College Chaplain).

This home was owned by Ettrick 
and Ida Whiting, whose daughter Jean 
spent many happy times there with her 
husband Denys and their two sons John 
and Andrew Baildam – all four of whom 
chose for at least part of their education 
to study at Newbold college. 

When Ettrick died in 1986 he 
bequeathed his home to the Seventh-
day Adventist church for a variety of 
purposes and it is therefore the wish 
of Jean and John Baildam that these 
two refurbished rooms in Keough 
House be named the Lingmoor Lounges 
– Upper and Lower – in memory of 
Ettrick’s support of the church and 
as a representation of what Newbold 
college has meant over very many 
years to the Baildam family, who reflect 
warmly on times past.

We would like to express our 
sincere thanks to everyone who has 
contributed their time and funds to the 
refurbishment of Keough House.  

A final phase of the Keough House 
refurbishment is yet to be completed 
and this will include improvements to 
the reception/lobby, visitor bathroom, 
disabled room access and the dean’s 
office.  This work is planned for 
completion in January 2013.
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Dr John Baildam and his mother, Jean Baildam.(l to r) Dr Bertil Wiklander and Dr Philip Brown 
bow their heads as Pr Paul Goltz offers a prayer of 

dedication.

Please can we ask for your prayers as we undertake these major projects? 
If you would also consider helping us financially, we would very graciously 
accept any gift, large or small.

How To Give
newbold College Website:
You can donate online by visiting our website www.newbold.ac.uk and 
clicking on the “donate” page that you will see on our home page.
Post a Cheque:
You can write a cheque and send this to us by post. Please address your 
cheque to “Newbold College” and send to: Cashier, Newbold College, 
Bracknell, Berkshire, RG42 4AN, UK.
Telephone:
You can call the Cashier on: +44 (0) 1344 407421.
If you are a UK tax payer, please let us know so that we can increase 
the value of your donation through gift aid.

ScHUIL HOUSE
WOMEN’S HALL OF RESIDENcE
 REFURBISHMENT PLANS

This summer some initial 
redecorating was undertaken in the 

common areas within Schuil House, 
the women’s hall of residence.  This 
work included new carpeting, improved 
lighting, and repainting of the main 
lounge areas and hallways.  However, 
there is an urgent need to now 
renovate the 19 en suite bathrooms and 
redecorate the 38 rooms.  We have very 

kindly been offered a share of the 
worldwide 13th Sabbath offering 
overflow for the 4th quarter 2013 
to assist with this project and we 
thank you in advance for what you 
may be able to contribute.  This work 
represents the first major 
refurbishment of the women’s hall 
of residence since it was originally 
opened 23 years ago!

HELP US
RE - BUILD THE
NEWBOLD cAMPUS

Completed in 1972, the gymnasium 
is an extremely old building and will 

need a complete renovation in order 
to bring it up to standard.  This is the 
next major renovation project that the 
college will be progressing in 2013.

NExT MAjOR RENOvATION
PROjEcT: THE GyMNASIUMPhoto 1 - New Kitchen area; Photo 2 - Brand new 

furniture in each room; Photo 3 - Double Bed en-suite 
rooms; Photo 4 - Completely refurbished toilets and 
shower units.

1 2

3 4



Renovation
and Development continued
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NEW MEMORIAL TREES FLOURISH
By DR HARRy LEONARD

The generosity of a friend of Newbold 
college has resulted in new cham-

pionship-standard football goalposts 
as can be seen at Wembley Stadium 
being installed on the college playing 
field.  Early in 2012, Vernon Lewis from 
Sydney, Australia, visited the college 
(in between being a spectator at a few 
Premier League games) and responded 
to the Principal’s request to assist with 
this need.  The college has now re-con-
figured the playing field to accommo-
date a full-size football pitch, a 7-a-side 
field and a 5-a-side field.  An outdoor 
Volleyball court was also created at one 
end of the playing field this summer.

on working small miracles in the way that 
Mr crocker did over half a century ago. 

There might be something that 
you would like to memorialise in the 
gardens, or contribute to the rebuilding 
of a part of Sylvia’s Garden.  If so, please 
contact the college or Dr Harry Leonard 
at avtm96@ntlworld.com

The Newbold college councillors, 
including Stan and carol Appleton 

and Dick and Patti catalano, have very 
generously committed to the continued 
refurbishment of Newbold college.  
Some of the projects that have been 
funded over the past decade by the 
councillors include the refurbishment 
of the Blue Room in Moor close, the 
refurbishment of Moor close Lodge 
and the creation of the Smith centre, 
Salisbury Hall.  

The next project they are funding 
is the conversion of the old Bookstore 
upstairs in Salisbury Hall into a college 
Reception Room for receiving guests 
at the college.  Additionally, the room 
opposite will be converted into a 
kitchenette to support light catering 
capacity when functions are scheduled 
for the college Reception Room.  The 
councillors have also agreed to support 
some refurbishment in Salisbury 
Hall itself to make it easier for multi-
purpose use of the stage area as well 
as to accommodate secure storage of 
musical equipment and other media 
equipment.  Sincere thanks to all the 
councillors for their ongoing support.

NEWBOLD cOLLEGE
cOUNcILLORS – 

Refurbishment of
Salisbury Hall

Two years ago, Greta Anscombe and 
Don crocker made a gift of two 

trees  - a Lime and a Liquid Amber.  They 
are now growing well and brighten 
up the autumn days behind Moor 
close.  They were given in memory of 
their mother and father.  Mr crocker was 
the first gardener and farm manager at 
Newbold when the college came to Bin-
field in 1945, a position he held for many 
years.  Given the right conditions the 
trees will grow to their full stature and 
will be there for many years, a perma-
nent reminder of the hard work that this 
husband and wife team put in during 
those early years when times were hard 
and money was difficult to come by. 

Times are hard still as far as the gar-
dens are concerned. The college has one 
gardener and some student help for the 
whole of the campus. The owner of Moor 
close in 1920 employed a head gardener 
and a staff of twenty under-gardeners. 
The present college groundsman carries

NEW GOAL POSTS

Why I chose to come to Newbold college
- a Seventh-day Adventist institution

My name is John Olaore; I am an ACA student from Nigeria by way of California and 
chattanooga, Tennessee. I am a fourth-year student at Southern Adventist University 

studying Social Work (Pre-Law) and I am taking a few months off to spend time in England. I love 
to travel, read, sleep, and I am great at pretending to play basketball. Even though this is not my 
first visit to England, I honestly feel like I am discovering this country for the first time.
I came to Newbold college looking for a new environment, a place where I wouldn’t be 
accountable to anybody and where I could quietly spend a semester. This desire cannot be farther 
from what I’ve found here in Binfield. The Newbold community has quickly become a family to 
me, a group of people that expect me to “do more”. I thought I knew the reasons I chose to come to 
Newbold, but the truth is that God brought me here so that I could learn how to truly listen to His 
still, small (yet clear) voice. I’ve always believed that God is watching over me and protecting me, 
but being here has allowed me to fully understand what Jeremiah meant when he wrote that God 
knows the plan He has for me. I can’t wait to see what my Father has in store for me.

john Olaore, USA
Adventist Colleges Abroad

During the last year of my high school I thought a lot about my future and felt a bit stressed 
about it, because everyone around me was asking which university would I apply to. 

They were also suggesting different options, which they thought would be smart for me. I felt 
confused in the middle of all that. I had no idea about my future, I just knew that I would like to 
take a year off after graduating to do something meaningful and different, such as volunteering. 
I felt a need to go and help other people, after having so much in a wealthy country. I wanted to 
travel and explore the world, meet new people from different cultures. I felt that I needed time 
to find out what God wanted to do with my life. That was when God answered my prayers, and 
using a number of different events and people, showed me Newbold’s study program called the 
Gap Year. Instantly I knew that it was exactly what I was supposed to do. 
coming to Newbold was a dream come true, a gift from God.  Newbold is an amazing place to be, 
in part because of the beautiful environment and the wonderful atmosphere. It’s my first time 
studying in a Seventh-day Adventist institution, and I appreciate it a lot. It’s a great opportunity 
to spend more time with God and to deepen my spiritual life. It’s also a great chance to meet a 
lot of inspiring, wonderful people. I’m quite sure that Newbold is a place that changes the lives of 
many people, leaving an unforgettable memory in our hearts. 
Every day with God is full of the most exciting surprises. It’s amazing to see how God uses 
different people and how much they can be a blessing for each other. I can’t wait to see what the 
time at Newbold will bring - I can’t wait to find out more about God’s plan for my life.

Anni-Elina vänskä, Finland
Gap Year

It was two and a half years ago when I finished my high school in Brazil. At that time I decided 
to spend at least six months studying English, and if possible, somewhere in Europe, realising 

one of my dreams to know this place with so much influence on history and culture and a place 
with so many great minds in science, literature, and music; things that increase my knowledge 
and make a difference in my life. But for that I would need to turn down a good job opportunity 
with a good salary and my college would be paid for by the company, which is what every person 
aged 18 years old wants for his own life at this stage - financial independence from parents – so I 
took the job.
Since then, I spent my time studying business and at the same time, looking for opportunities to 
realise this dream.  Last June, I was about to send my final forms to go to the USA when I saw an 
advert for Newbold College’s School of English; to be sincere, at first I thought that it would be 
impossible to make it happen, because almost everything was arranged for the USA. But that was 
the opportunity that I was looking for, I just couldn’t let it go! So I made contact with the person 
who was mediating between Brazil and Newbold, and to my delight, the Newbold contract was 
even better than my first choice for my future. That just proves to me that God cares even with 
simple and sometimes not so important dreams or decisions of life.
Now I’m here, living my dream, taking classes in the original English, travelling…when possible; 
learning with people, laughing with their humour, and most of all, being a disciple of God and 
believing more than ever that He is in control of everything.

Marlon Lopez, Brazil
English for Speakers of Other Languages



We are pleased to 
introduce readers to our 

new student services team. 
Pastor Paul Goltz, Chaplain, 
Miss Snežana Kordovan, Dean 
of Women and Pastor Andrew 
Layland, Dean of Men, each 
commenced their appointment 
at newbold College from the 
beginning of this academic 
year.

New
Student Services Team

Pastor Paul Goltz
Chaplain
Describe yourself in three words.

Energetic, Passionate, Spiritual.
Why did you choose to come to newbold College?

I wanted to use the gifts that God has given me to make a difference. I really 
enjoyed my college experience – I made great friends in a christian context, and I hope 
I can help students at Newbold have a similar experience.
What was the last book you read?

Making God Famous by Mal Fletcher.
Which of your hobbies are you most passionate about?

Anything outdoors!
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Snežana Kordovan
Dean of Women
Describe yourself in three words.

Colourful, Reflective, Authentic.
Why did you choose to come to newbold College?

I came to understand that the only way to obtain meaning in my life is to spend it 
learning, teaching, loving and caring – the unforeseen opportunity arose and I found 
that I could do it all here, at Newbold.
What was the last book you read?

Death of a Guru by Rabindranath R. Maharaj.
Which of your hobbies are you most passionate about?

Reading.

Pastor Andrew Layland
Dean of Men
Describe yourself in three words.

child of God.
Why did you choose to come to newbold College?

Basically because it’s Newbold.  I experienced Newbold as a student and when 
asked to come back as a member of staff there was nothing to think about.  It’s a 
great place to work and a great place to be a student.
What was the last book you read?

Is God Still an Englishman? by cole Moreton.
Which of your hobbies are you most passionate about?

It’s hard to choose one – it would come down to either sport (both watching and 
participating) or backpacking in other countries.

They are supported by our residence Halls assistants, Jadanna 
Huie, Rebeto Samuel-Ouadjo, René Bidstrup and Derek Simon. As a 
team, they are striving to ensure the best possible experience for all 
students choosing to live in residence at the College in 2012-13. 

We hope you enjoy reading about each of our new student services 
staff members in this issue.  We would also like to announce the 
recent appointment of Mrs Sharon Stevenson to the senior post of 
Director of Student Services.  In this role, Sharon will be responsible 
for leading the whole Student Services team.  We look forward to 
welcoming her to the College from the beginning of 2013.

jadanna Huie
Residence Hall Assistant

Describe yourself in three words.
I’m always right! *chuckling to myself.

Why did you choose to come to newbold College?
I realised that I wanted to focus on youth ministry, and the only way I was going to 

achieve it was by coming to Newbold.  International Adventist Colleges weren’t a first 
option because I want to do youth ministry in the U.K.
What was the last book you read?

The Art of Preaching Old Testament Narrative by Steven D. Mathewson
Which of your hobbies are you most passionate about?

Photography, most definitely!

Rebeto Samuel-Ouadjo
Residence Hall Assistant

Describe yourself in three words.
Fun, Friendly, caring.

Why did you choose to come to newbold College?
Newbold gave me a chance to study what I loved within a christian environment 

and get to know other christian youth from all across the world.
What was the last book you read?

Study-wise it is: Introduction to Psychology by Atkinson & Hilgards.
Fun-wise it is: Where Rainbows End by cecelia Ahern.
Which of your hobbies are you most passionate about?

The hobby I am most passionate about is between singing and reading but I can’t 
choose.

René Bidstrup
Residence Hall Assistant

Describe yourself in three words.
Good Humour, Adventurous: like an onion - I have several layers...

Why did you choose to come to newbold College?
I have come to go through a 3 year-journey of theological encounters. So far I have 

loved the journey and I look forward to the next two years.
What was the last book you read?

The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative by christopher J.H. 
Wright
Which of your hobbies are you most passionate about?

That has to be football - I can read and search football news all day long!

Derek Simon
Residence Hall Assistant

Describe yourself in three words.
Thoughtful, Responsible, Energetic.

Why did you choose to come to newbold College?
In short, I chose to come to Newbold as a last ditch attempt to prove myself right 

and God wrong. I felt that God wanted me to come but I didn’t want to.  After months – 
years of wrestling with Him I decided to apply just to say I have done my part. I wasn’t 
banking on getting a yes, but I got a yes very quickly, and the rest, as they say, is history.
What was the last book you read?

Adventist Cultures in Conflict by A. Leroy Moore.
Which of your hobbies are you most passionate about?

At the moment it is floorball, but football is slowly fighting its way back as my first love!

09



STAFF NEWS

Staff Research & community
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A number of academic 
staff members have 

continued to develop their 
online teaching expertise 
over recent months.  This 
follows two online learning 
workshops in July and 
January facilitated by Dr 
Maria Northcote (Avondale 
College of Higher Education) 
and Jack Seddon (Edith 
Cowan University). The topics 
across the two-day workshop 
in January focused on the 
principles and practices of 
online learning and online 
learning examples.  The 
outcomes from the two-day 
workshop in July included: 
developing and practising 
skills needed to create and 
upload resources in an 
online module (in Moodle); 
developing and practising 
skills needed to create 
activities in an online module 
(in Moodle); and developing 
and practising skills needed 
to create activities in an 
online module (in Moodle).  
These workshops form 
part of an expanded staff 
professional development 
programme in 2012 initiated 
by Dr Philip Brown, Principal 
to build staff capacity for 
more flexible delivery of 
modules within selected 
programmes.  Students will 
increasingly be offered a mix 
of face-to-face and/or online 
delivery options within 
selected programmes over 
the period ahead.

NE
W

S Dr Antic, Principal Lecturer, Department of 
Theological Studies and Director, Ellen White 
Research centre Europe is writing a new book 
In His Will is Our Peace.  In October Dr Antic 
presented at a series of lectures on the Book of 
Ecclesiastes held at the University of Toronto, 
canada and also attended the Biblical Research 
Institute conference held on the campus of 
Andrews University, USA.

Dr Barna, Lecturer, Department of Theo-
logical Studies has just published a new book 
Ordination of Women in Seventh-day Advent-
ist Theology: A Study in Biblical Interpreta-
tions. Dr Barna has also been appointed to the 
General conference’s Theology of Ordination 
Study committee which will conduct its work 
between January 2013 and July 2014. Jan also 
serves currently on the Trans-European Divi-
sion’s Biblical Research committee.

Dr Brown, Principal, contributed two 
articles to the August edition of Leadership 
Development Journal – one Improving and 
growing yourself to improve, grow and serve 
your Church organisation and the other There 
is no “I” in “T-E-A-M-W-O-R-K”!  Dr Brown 
also collaborated with Dr Maria Northcote 
(Avondale college of Higher Education) and 
Jack Seddon (Edith cowan University) on 
a paper Benchmark yourself: Self-reflecting 
about online teaching which was published in 
Changing Demands, Changing Directions – a 
compilation of proceedings from a conference 
of the Australasian Society for computers in 
Learning in Tertiary Education.

Mr crissey, Lecturer, School of Business is 
studying the economic variables involved in 
the production of UK low-budget feature-films. 
His last paper was titled Any Value in the Chain: 
A criticism on the suitability of using the value 
chain model for the motion-picture industry: a 
UK low-budget independent film perspective. 
Mr crissey is also in the process of preparing 
to present his PhD research findings to the 
members of the British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts, a wide group of film academia 
in the first half of 2013.

Dr Nahkola, Principal Lecturer and 
Research Team Leader, Department of 
Theological Studies is working on a paper on 
the oral nature of the book of Proverbs for 
the Oxford Old Testament Wisdom series. Dr 
Nahkola’s working title for this paper is Orality 
and the Sage.

Dr Pearson, Principal Lecturer, Department 
of Theological Studies has presented on a 
variety of topics recently, including Ethics in 
a counseling context (Friedensau University, 
Germany), Encountering difficult questions 
(North England conference camp) and Mind 
the gap (Norwegian Union youth event). Dr 
Pearson also entertained those attending the 
1970s reunion for alumni in August with his 
presentation I remember when…

Dr Turner, Principal Lecturer and Head, 
Department of Theological Studies is writing 
the commentary on 2 Samuel, for a new multi-
volume Seventh-day Adventist International 
Bible commentary. He is also writing a 
commentary on Jonah for the new single volume 
Andrews Bible commentary. Dr Turner recently 
contributed a chapter A Theological Reading of 
Genesis 1, in a new book In the Beginning edited 
by Bryan Ball. Dr Turner’s recent presentations 
have included The Role of Plot in the Literary 
Interpretation of the Bible at the Third 
International Bible conference in Israel. He was 
also a plenary speaker and workshop presenter 
at the recent European Pastors’ council in 
Slovenia.

Dr Verrecchia, Principal Lecturer and 
Postgraduate Team Leader, Department 
of Theological Studies has just published 
an article The Bible: A book for life which 
appeared in the Signs of the Times – French 
edition)

Dr Radisa Antic

Dr jan Barna

Dr Philip Brown

Mr john crissey

Dr Aulikki Nahkola

Dr Mike Pearson

Dr Laurence Turner

Dr jean-claude verrecchia

Dr Vine, Lecturer and Undergraduate Team 
Leader, Department of Theological Studies, is 
writing the commentary on 1 Thessalonians 
for a new single volume Bible commentary 
being sponsored and published by Andrews 
University Press. Dr Vine was recently a 
plenary speaker and workshop presenter at 
the European Pastors’ council, Slovenia, held 
21-26 August 2012.

Dr cedric vine

Engagement Update

Pr Ottesen, Lecturer, Department of 
Theological Studies, has participated in 
a variety of off-campus teaching projects 
of late, including training mission leaders 
and evangelists (croatia), teaching at the 
One Project gathering (copenhagen) and 
teaching at the churches of Refuge seminar 
(copenhagen). Pr Ottesen is also completing 
his dissertation for a Doctor of Ministry (DMin) 
through Fuller Theological Seminary.

Pr Bjørn Ottesen



1970-1985 Alumni Reunion:  
17-19 August 2012
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Alumni
Events & Updates

The honoured guests for the 
weekend were Kari and Jan Paulsen 
whose time at Newbold, when Dr 
Paulsen was a Lecturer in Theology 
and later Principal, coincided with 
the student years of many alumni 
present. Dr Paulsen subsequently 
went on through various offices to 
become Seventh-day Adventist world 
church president until 2010. But it was 
as Pastor Paulsen that he preached 
twice on Sabbath morning. He, too, 
talked about the rights of people, 
young and old, to ask questions. ‘You 
don’t have to park your intelligence 
outside before you enter the church,’ 
he said. He recognised that people’s 
freedom to respond to the invitation 
of christ and ask questions means that 
many Newbold graduates ‘park Jesus 
somewhere along their life’s journey’. 
But that is not the end. ‘God’s most 
important gift to us and ours to each 
other is ‘the gift of a second chance’, he 
concluded. 

On Sabbath afternoon, alumni 
gathered for a cream tea in sunlit 
Moor close gardens and in the evening 
115 people attended the banquet in 
Salisbury Hall.  The live-streamed 
programme ably MC’d by Victor Hulbert

The newbold College Alumni (1970-1985) reunion began with 
Friday night Vespers. The speakers, Drs Harry Leonard and 

Mike Pearson, used teachers’ stories – gospel teaching stories 
and their own - to focus on the importance of our asking good 
questions and to think about why we’re asking them. ‘Be pre-
pared,’ they said, ‘to examine your motives for questioning and 
then to be disturbed, shocked even by the answers.’ once the 
questions are answered – and many cannot be – ‘Go and live the 
answer,’ they said. ‘An unlived answer is no answer at all.’

included testimonies to Newbold’s 
power to change lives; emailed 
and Skyped messages from absent 
contemporaries; and pictures and 
reminiscences, interspersed with 
updates on Newbold today. Friends 
called in from the USA and Australia to 
hoots of recognition from those in the 
Hall and a variety of allegations and 
counter allegations about responsibility 
for various student pranks in the 70s 
and 80s. Erik Sømme described the 
manoeuvrings of the ‘ox’ in Moor close 
and Bryan Webster knew the details 
of how the bucket of water meant for 
a fellow student fell instead on Dr 
Leonard.

This long-awaited Newbold Reunion 
was voluntarily organised by Head 
of Student Experience, Pastor Henrik 
Jorgensen, a 1982 graduate. He and his 
army of student and alumni helpers 
were left in no doubt as to the gratitude 
of the participants for what the reunion 
and their time at Newbold had done for 
them. 

by Helen Pearson

Christine Arthur, who spent a year at Newbold in the mid-eighties, has been selected 
as Birmingham University’s Alumna of the Year.  After receiving her award from 

the Pro Vice-Chancellor, Professor David Eastwood, Christine presented the keynote 
address to 1,000 graduates, friends and professorial staff assembled for a graduation 
ceremony in the Great Hall, which dominates the campus.

At a time when public confidence in bankers, politicians and other leading figures has 
eroded drastically, she emphasised the need for trust and transparency in all walks of 
life.  She said she was both humbled and honoured to accept the award but remained 
totally mystified as to why she had been chosen - especially when she learnt that there 
are no fewer than 170,000 former students of Birmingham University currently living 
all over the world.

As Managing Director of the Birmingham office of McCann PR (part of McCann 
Erickson, the world’s largest advertising and communications network), Christine has 
worked closely with the University’s School of Business Studies in providing work 
experience and employment for students.

Her mother, Ruth, flew down from Scotland for the event, but father, Pastor John Ar-
thur, viewed the proceedings on Livestream because of his inability to travel on health 
grounds.

Christine is married to auctioneer, Nick Davies, who frequently appears on the BBC 
“Flog It” programme. They have two boys – Owen (14) and Rhys (12).

When questioned about her pre-university education, Christine expressed thanks to 
Newbold’s lecturers for establishing a good launch pad for her career.

(Report based on Livestream coverage of Degree Awards ceremony at Birmingham 
University - 4th July 2012)

NEWBOLD ALUMNA HONOURED
By THE UNIvERSITy OF BIRMINGHAM

NEWBOLD 1960s REUNION
16-18 AUG. 2013 Calling all newbold Alumni from the period 1960-1969!  You are 

very warmly invited to the newbold College 1960s reunion on 
campus across the weekend of 16-18 August 2013.  To register 
your interest please email alumni@newbold.ac.uk

our reunion event for summer 2014 will be newbold alumni 
from the 1980s!  We hope to have as many of you here as 
possible on 15-17 August 2014, so don’t forget to pencil this into 
your calendars!

NEWBOLD 1980s REUNION
15-17 AUG. 2014



many Newbold alumni along the way.  
Here are just a few pictures from the 
trip.

Alumni
Events & Updates continued 
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Go in peace and go with God’.  These words of benediction would often be heard 
on the lips of Derek Beardsell whether from the platform at Newbold or in 

private conversation.  He believed that offering good pastoral care was at the heart 
of his work.
He spent two terms at Newbold. He first arrived at the College after a long stint 
in eastern and central Africa in July 1970.  He stayed three years in his role as 
‘preceptor’, work which involved overseeing the lives of the male students in 
Keough House.  It demanded a good listening ear, a sense of humour, a firm hand 
and the ability to turn a blind eye. Derek possessed all of these and knew when to 
call upon each.  He was streetwise and his students loved him for it.   
He was a gentle man but one who was on occasion capable of being roused.  He 
was a loyal churchman but was at the same time impatient with religious bluster.  
He left his post as preceptor in 1973 and moved on to other posts only to return 
to the college in 1991, this time as Principal.  He had in the meantime completed 
a PhD at Andrews University precisely on a study of successive Newbold college 
administrations.  It was on his watch that the college began its accreditation and 
validation arrangements with higher education institutions in the UK, a vital 
development in the history of Newbold.
Derek and Joy (née Barrett) had married in 1955 and spent a lifetime of service 
together.  They were very much a team.  On retirement they moved to cheshire 
to be near their children Eileen, Beryl and Robert.  One of Derek’s projects was to 
strip down and rebuild a Land Rover.  Derek and Joy only rarely made the journey 
south and so had not seen much of the campus in recent years.  But the last time I 
saw him, a matter of weeks before he died, he expressed his gratitude for having 
served a decade of his ministry at the college.  It had, he said, a special place in his 
heart.  Working with young minds was a privilege indeed.
It was clear even as the horizons of his life narrowed that he was affirming the 
words of his own benediction: he was going in peace and he was going with God.
by Michael Pearson

Early on 26 June, Dr Konrad F Mueller, former lecturer and Director of the E G 
White centre at Newbold college, died aged 93 in Loma Linda’s Medical centre 

after a short illness.  He had dedicated his life to missions. After an apprenticeship 
as a baker, theological studies at Friedensau Seminary, service in WWII as a medic, 
and five years as a POW, he studied theology in the US to then serve as missionary 
in West-Africa.  Legendary are his stories of the civil war in Nigeria (Biafra War), 
when he could freely cross frontiers, such was the respect and trust he had gained.  
He taught at what is now known as Babcock University, teaching among other 
things how to bake German bread.
In 1969 Konrad received his doctorate from Johann-Wolfgang-von-Goethe-
University, Frankfurt for his dissertation on the early history of the Adventist 
movement, published in several editions. During this time he taught at the 
Theological Seminary Marienhöhe in Darmstadt, before returning to missionary 
service in Liberia.  In 1975 he was called as a lecturer to Newbold, where he 
served with strong conviction, a loving heart and his own gentle humour until his 
retirement in 1986.
After his retirement Konrad returned with his wife to the US, from where he 
started a number of missionary journeys to Africa, Germany and Astrachan.  There, 
where he had suffered and barely survived years of harshest internment, he 
fulfilled a dream and a promise and preached the gospel.  One visitor recognised 
the former prisoner - after more than 50 years.  As a sign of reconciliation a 
simple war memorial was created there. Right up to his death he pastored the 
last German-speaking Adventist church in the US, being one of the oldest actively 
serving pastors in Adventist history!  
by Andreas Bochmann

Dr Derek Beardsell 
(1934-2012)

Dr Konrad F Mueller
(1919 - 2012)

REcRUITMENT TRIP
TO jAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA Do Kyun Jung (Newbold 2009-2011) and Nathan Shields.At Saniku Gakuin College, Tokyo.  (l to r) Samuel Osei (teacher 

at SG College), Shingen Futura (Newbold 2007-2010), Eri 
Tomihama (Newbold 2012), Hikaru Miyaoka (Newbold 2012), 
Dr Kiyomi Watanabe (teacher at SG College), Yumiko Ito 
(Newbold 2012).

(l to r) Haruna Tokumae (née Yoshida) (Newbold 95/96) is 
a nurse and has two young daughters.  Mari Kimori (née 
Kusayama) (Newbold 93) has two daughters – pictured here to 
her left is Ami.  Mari teaches organ at Hiroshima Saniku Junior 
High School and music at the elementary school.

(l to r) OJin Lee, Erica Hole and Min-Ho Ham (Newbold 
1997-2001).  Min-Ho studied Theology at Newbold College 
and he is now a pastor in Seoul, South Korea.  His wife, 
OJin Lee, is pictured here and they have two small children.

Last May, Nathan Shields (recruitment 
officer and Newbold alumnus) and Erica 

Hole (School of English Director) went on a 
recruitment trip to Japan and South Korea.  
They were delighted to be able to meet

Pastor Derek Beardsell
(d 24 July 2012)

Pastor Richard Holder
(d 18 September 2012)
Pastor Robert Smart
(d 27 September 2012)

Pastor Malcolm Taylor
(d  2 October 2012)

Mrs Joy Smart
(d17 October 2012 - Wife of Robert Smart)

Alumni Deaths in 2012

Ben Gross and Julie Tillotson, alumni of Newbold (spanning 
the years 1998 – 2003); both currently teach English at a 
university in Seoul, South Korea.

Congratulations to Nathan and Allison 
Shultz (née Hadley) on the birth of their 

beautiful baby girl Lily on 21 June 2012. 
We also congratulate big brother Max 
who turns 3 in January! Nathan graduated 
from Newbold with a BA in combined 
Humanities in 2000 and Allison graduated 
from Newbold with a BA in History in 1999. 
They currently live in San Diego, california.

congratulations



Beach Lecture
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2012 BEAcH LEcTURE: 
BUILDING BRIDGES

AFTER THE RIOTS

The subject of both Lammy’s book 
and the Beach Lecture was the London 
Riots of 2011. Mr Lammy, who grew up 
near the site of many of last summer’s 
riots, knows from experience about 
deprivation.   His father left him and his 
mother when Lammy was 12 and just 
beginning his remarkable educational 
career.  He was the first black Briton to 
graduate from Harvard Law School and 
later became an MP and government 
minister. 

His lecture focused on his own 
experience of the inner city riots 
since the 1980s and his attempts to 
make sense of what was happening. 
He described his bewilderment as a 
teenager trying to make sense of the 
1980s riots in various UK cities. As an 
adult politician he sees the roots of the 
1980s riots in economic deprivation, 
racial unrest, mistrust of the police, 
educational streaming and a failed 
youth training scheme.  But the London 
Riots of 2011 had different causes 
and Lammy said the media did not 
understand that. ‘During last year’s 
riots,’ he said, ‘journalists wanted to 
write the story as if it was the old story. 
But it was not.’

Lammy described ‘two quiet 
revolutions’ at the root of last year’s 
riots. The rights revolution of the 60s 
taught ethnic minorities and women to

Two Londoners shared the platform at last Tuesday’s annual Beach Lecture in Salisbury Hall. The 
right Honourable David Lammy, MP for Tottenham was the lecturer. Chairman for the evening 

was Pastor Gifford rhamie, newbold’s Lecturer in Pastoral Studies and member of the Diversity 
Centre Committee. The audience of almost 80 students, staff, alumni, church members and visitors 
from the community included Adventist supporters of David Lammy. 

believe that they had the right to 
live their own lives. So ‘bankers had 
the right to their bonuses, Members 
of Parliament to their duck houses, 
journalists to their hacked phone 
conversations and rioters to the 
contents of the Foot Locker store.’  The 
economic revolution followed. Under 
successive British prime ministers, 
people learned, ‘You can make as much 
money as you want, unregulated, 
unchecked.’ Workless working 
class communities and especially 
worklessness for many young people 
in London’s tower blocks are,’ Lammy 
suggested, ‘the result of the economic 
liberal environment.’

‘We can’t always look to the state to 
provide solutions to these problems,’ 
Lammy told his audience in Salisbury 
Hall. ‘We can use the state to ameliorate 
the worst effects of the economic liberal 
environment but it’s usually parents 
that lift children out of poverty - not the 
state.’ He described the challenges faced 
by families where both parents have 
two jobs and neglect their children in 
order to support the family financially. 
‘So who’s raising children?’ he asked. 
‘If we allow gangster rappers... to be 
role models, no wonder we have knife 
crime.’ He talked about making fathers 
responsible by insisting that legally 
their names must be on their child’s

birth certificate. The Q&A session which 
concluded the evening concentrated on 
fatherhood and mentoring and ways 
to develop support for children within 
religious communities.

Lammy spoke quietly. He supported 
his arguments with facts. He didn’t 
rubbish his opponents. He made people 
think. He didn’t claim to have all the 
answers. Most of all, perhaps, he made 
the members of his audience wish that 
more politicians of all parties brought 
to their analysis of British urban society 
his commonsense values allied with his 
christian faith. 

The audience seemed unanimous, 
‘This was one of the best lectures the 
Diversity centre has had.’ Many of them 
were glad to buy a copy of the book on 
which the lecture was based and get it 
signed by the author after the lecture.

by Helen Pearson
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England 2013

Regular Registration $120
Undergraduate Student Registration $99
Email: info@the1project.org

Register for the gathering and 
find local accommodation online 
at www.the1project.org

November 1-2

“The Theology of Jesus” 

One Project Postcard-England 2013:Layout 1  14/7/12  11:37  Page 1

Newbold college
Annual Bible Conference

Date: 9 March 2013

After the success of our first annual 
Bible conference earlier this year, we 

are pleased to announce the details of our 
second conference.  Next year’s theme is: 
Hearing the Prophetic Voice.
There will be five presentations:

TrAnSForMED THroUGH HIS ProMISE oF THE SEConD CoMInG
Dr Radiša Antić

WHAT IS ProPHECY?
Dr Aulikki Nahkola

rEDISCoVErInG ProPHETIC rooTS
Pastor Bjørn Ottesen

DISTUrBInG THE PEACE: ELLEn WHITE, THE ProPHECIES AnD THE PEoPLE
Dr Michael Pearson

THE ProPHETIC VoICE: A LIVED rEALITY
Pastor Gifford Rhamie

You are warmly invited to attend this all-day conference. 
For more information or to buy tickets, please contact Debbie McReynolds:

dmcreynolds@newbold.ac.uk

Regular Registration USD 120 or GBP 75
Undergraduate Student Registration USD 99 or GBP 60
Email: info@the1project.org

Register for the gathering and
find local accomodation online
at www.the1project.org

(l to r) Dr Mike Pearson; David Lammy, MP; Helen Pearson; 
Pr Gifford Rhamie

David Lammy, MP
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Photo 1 - Students and staff at 
Perranporth beach during the annual 
cornwall retreat, 21 – 22 September. 

Photo 2 - The Newbold community 
gathers outside Moor close in the 
glorious sunshine for the annual 
Welcome cream Tea on Sabbath, 8 
September.

Photo 3 - Study Abroad Programme 
students enjoyed a Welcome Dinner 
with a real coldstream Guard on 
Tuesday, 11 September. Pictured here 
with AcA student Lisi Wixwat.
Photo 4 - New students enjoying a trip 
to London on Sunday, 9 September.

1

2 3

4

We would like to offer warm congratulations to Pastor Gifford Rhamie on his 
marriage this summer.  May God bless you and Jay in your new life together.

Staff Updates

WELcOME TO NEW STAFF

In addition to our new Student Services Team, we would also like to welcome and 
introduce the following new staff members:

cONGRATULATIONS TO PASTOR GIFFORD RHAMIE

PASTOR BjøRN OTTESEN

KIRSTy WATKINS

Pastor Bjørn Ottesen joined Newbold college as a lecturer in Pastoral Studies at 
the beginning of this academic year (September 2012).  He worked as a pastor 

in Adventist churches in Norway, Sweden and Denmark for 17 years, and then 
as president for the Danish Union and Swedish Union for the last 11 years.  He is 
currently working on a DMin degree with Fuller Theological Seminary.

Tim Watkins joined Newbold college as Digital Marketing and 
Promotions co-ordinator this November.  Tim has a Master of Marketing 

degree and is experienced in online content creation and publishing, both 
for internal and external audiences, and in using digital media as a tool for 
student recruitment and engagement.   

Kirsty Watkins joined Newbold college as Student Recruitment co-ordinator 
this November.  Kirsty has a Master of Marketing degree and almost 10 years’ 

experience in the higher education sector, with five of these years being in student 
recruitment roles.  Kirsty brings valuable skills to the Newbold college community, 
particularly in planning, strategy and recruitment; copy, websites and publications; 
and events management.

TIM WATKINS



Calendar of Events

12 December
Autumn Semester Ends

2012

21 january
Spring Semester Begins

9 March 
Newbold College Annual Bible Conference
Hearing the Prophetic Voice

16 – 20 April
Newbold College Annual Arts Festival

9 May
Spring Semester Ends

2 june
Newbold College Awards Ceremony

17 june – 26 july
Newbold College Summer Session Intensives

4 – 29 july
Newbold College Summer School in English

26-28 july
Teens Vintage Camp (South England Conference) 

16-18 August
1960’s Alumni Reunion

2 September
Autumn Semester Begins

1-2 November
The One Project

11 December
Autumn Semester Ends

2013

NEW:


