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FROM THE EDITOR:
The Newbold Alumni Association is pleased to present the 2020 issue of The Newboldian. 
We hope that you enjoy its contents, and encourage you to stay connected with Newbold 
and remain up to date on the latest news and events for alumni and friends of the College. 

You can contact us to share your story or photographs, or to share your opinion about any 
of the content in this issue, by contacting the Editor at alumni@newbold.ac.uk.
Letters to the Editor may be considered for publication. 

To update your address or subscription preferences please visit newbold.ac.uk/newboldian.

Please ensure that you register your interest in the 120 Years of Newbold celebration planned 
for next year, which will include an all-decades reunion in May. Visit our website to sign up 
for more information as it becomes available: newbold.ac.uk/alumni-reunions.

Kirsty WATKINS

ON THE COVER
Dr Andrea Luxton writes about the importance 
of Adventist higher education to the future of 
the Church.  

Cover photography courtesy of Andrews University

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed 
in this publication are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the official position of 
Newbold College of Higher Education. While all 
reasonable efforts have been made to ensure 
that information included in this publication is 
accurate, it is possible that details may have 
changed since printing.
© Newbold College of Higher Education 
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Dear Newboldians,
I recently read a quote in the Washington Post from Rahm Emanuel, who advised us to “never 
allow a good crisis [to] go to waste. It’s an opportunity to do the things you once thought were 
impossible.” And so, despite the hardships imposed by the current COVID-19 situation, we at 
Newbold are rising to this challenge.  

One of Newbold’s key concerns has always been how we can stay connected with, and best 
serve, our various different communities: our staff and students (including you, our alumni); the 
Newbold Church community; our local communities of Binfield and Bracknell; and the wider 
Adventist Church community. Now, more than ever, we find ourselves considering how best to 
remain relevant as we meet the needs of these communities in these challenging and fast-changing 
times. 

As I write, the College continues to operate as fully as possible, despite the current lockdown in the 
United Kingdom. Our students have been completing the semester, including their end-of-semester 
assessments, via online learning; meetings and committees take place remotely; and we are 
looking in detail at how we can emerge in the months ahead with products, processes and 
enhancements that will enable us to continue to serve the needs of the greater Newbold 
community.

The College continues to be central to higher education within the Trans-European Division and 
beyond, preparing students for ministry in the traditional and non-traditional senses of the word. 
Increasingly the College is connecting with the wider community, forging excellent relationships 
with local leaders and politicians and providing facilities to serve local groups and individuals. The 
Newbold Council welcomed new members and administrators at its January meeting in Loma 
Linda, and the Council’s contributions continue to be a supportive blessing to the College.

In all that we are doing, Newbold is committed to building on the strengths that we have long been 
cultivating, and on the special opportunities we have to:
 Provide comprehensive, quality higher education in an Adventist context
 Anchor our students in an Adventist biblical faith
 Contribute to the wider Church community by preparing an educated and  
 committed laity
 Equip our students with skills in English and communication to further the mission  
 Provide a small, family-sized campus which embraces our multicultural staff and  
 student body, with up to 60 nationalities represented
 Serve as a resource centre for Seventh-day Adventist research.

We all look forward to the time when life returns to a closer semblance of ‘normal’ and we can get 
together once again. To this end, we are still looking ahead to our 120th anniversary celebrations 
next year, including our Alumni Reunion over the weekend of 28–30 May (if you haven’t already 
done so, you can register your interest on our website, at newbold.ac.uk/alumni-reunions).

Thank you for your commitment to Newbold as together we contemplate a brighter future and, as 
a result of the current crisis, we attempt to achieve what may once have seemed impossible. 

Dr John Baildam
PRINCIPAL

•

•
•

•
•
•
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Dr Andrea Luxton is a former student (1977), was Newbold’s Principal from 1997-2001 and is now the 
President of Andrews University in the United States. She reflects on the path her career has taken, the 
impact that Newbold has had on the direction it took and consequently the importance of Adventist 
higher education to the future of the Adventist Church. 

As I am sure you have discovered, when you spend so much 
time in your own home as the COVID-19 pandemic has 
required us to do, you re-discover old interests. For me, that has 
included looking through old photos and slide transparencies! 
These took me back to my childhood and teenage haunts. One 
of those was the South England Conference summer camps in 
South Wales where I spent several summers as a counsellor.

At one such camp, when I was just eighteen, the then-Principal 
of Newbold College talked to me. I was heading off to 
university in the UK, as were my friends, so when he asked me 
whether I had considered studying at Newbold, it was very 
easy to answer “no”. After all, my plans had been made, and 
why would I go to Newbold if I could go to a British university? 
End of conversation.

Roll on six months: I was at university and doing fine 
academically. I was engaged in the local church. But I knew 
something was missing. I had studied at an Adventist secondary 
school (Stanborough) and had two Adventist teachers in my 
family, so maybe that made me more attuned to the difference, 
because what my study of literature was lacking was a quality 
and context I had taken for granted before. At the time I couldn’t 
define the missing piece, but my dissatisfaction lead me to make 
the decision that had been unthinkable in South Wales just 
months before: I left university at the end of that academic year 
and transferred to Newbold to study Theology and English.

As I look back at it now, more than 45 years later, I have to say 
this was the most life-changing decision I have made. In short, if 
I had not made that choice, I am sure that the story of my life 
would have been written very differently and I would not be 
doing what I am doing now. In writing this, I am not saying that 
this is the choice everyone can or should make. But I am saying 
that Adventist higher education, especially in very secular 
environments, is absolutely critical to the life and future of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church.  

First of all, please do not believe anyone that tells you that 
education is taught in a vacuum. There is always an underlying 
value system that drives what is taught and how it is taught.  
These values may not always be visible but they are there and, 
whether we like it or not, they do impact the way students learn 
to think and the worldviews they develop. This is particularly 
true in higher education when the underlying philosophies and 
theories in any particular discipline become an increasing 
frame of the education process. You only have to pick up a 
critical theory book of a particular discipline to grasp the 
breadth of philosophical thinking that underlies that discipline. 
The challenge is that it may not be until well into an individual’s 
study programme that they are able to discern what frame a 
teacher is using and even longer before they are able to 
critically evaluate that. We need employees and lay persons in 
the Church that know what it means to look at their professions 
and the key issues of society through a mature mindset of faith. 
That is what Adventist education does.

Secondly, a community of scholars is a safe place to wrestle 
with difficult challenges, and if you add faith to that mix, a 
community of Christian or Adventist scholars is a safe place to 
struggle with difficult challenges of the intersection between 
faith and our intellect. The result: stronger, more resilient Christians 
who are able to live faithfully in the secular community around 
them.  How do I know that? Because I have had the opportunity 
to speak to countless students who testify to that experience. And 
even as recently as last year, that includes students at Newbold.

Let me tel l you why Adventist 
higher education is critical to the 
future of the Adventist Church.
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I unapologetically want to let you know that Newbold changed 
my life. As a teacher and then Principal, I saw how it also 
changed the lives of many others. Recently I have observed 
again first hand what a critical role the College plays in the 
Church in the Trans-European Division. Times change, the ways 
we do education change, but the core nature of Seventh-day 
Adventist education remains the same.

Lastly (and only lastly because of the limitations of length in this 
article), Adventist higher education helps create a network that 
provides unparallelled lifetime support. Especially in countries 
or areas where Seventh-day Adventist churches are small, it is 
easy for young people to become isolated from others in their 
faith community. Adventist higher education provides great 
opportunities to extend the reach of the local Adventist 
community and ensure students meet friends, even potential life 
partners, from around the globe. This not only broadens each 
student’s perspective on the Adventist Church, it allows 
connections that open opportunities for greater service as well 
as greater community. As I travel I still meet Newboldians from 
multiple generations. They retain a common bond from their 
time at Newbold and they speak of the ways the connections 
from that time have enriched their lives and faith experiences.

THANK YOU, NEWBOLD, FOR YOUR VITAL 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE LIVES OF SO MANY PEOPLE 
AND TO THE CHURCH IN EUROPE AND AROUND 
THE WORLD.

  •Architecture
 •Aviation
 •Computer Science
 •Education
 •Engineering
 •Graphic Design

 •Landscape and Environmental Design
 •Nutrition Science and Dietetics
 •Nursing
 •Psychology
 •Public Health
 •…and more!

Qualifying students are able to transfer to Andrews after completing up to two 
years of study at Newbold and complete their undergraduate degree on the 
Berrien Springs campus of Andrews University.

The Andrews International Transfer Partnership (AITP) offers an expanded set 
of undergraduate course options at Andrews University. Through Newbold’s 
participation in the AITP, students can undertake their generals at Newbold 
and finish their degree at Andrews, giving them the option to study beyond 
what is offered on our Newbold campus.

Degree options include:

Start at Newbold, 
Continue Anywhere

AITP students will receive a special 
scholarship of $14,000 USD per 
year spent on the Andrews campus,
to help subsidise the cost of an 
Andrews degree.

$14,000 USD 
Scholarship 
per Academic 
Year

For more information on this programme, contact us at: E: info@newbold.ac.uk | W: newbold.ac.uk/Andrews

“I STUDIED ENGLISH AND GENERAL STUDIES AT NEWBOLD AND 
WAS ABLE TO CONTINUE AT ANDREWS UNIVERSITY WHERE I 
COMPLETED A DEGREE IN AVIATION. NEWBOLD WAS AN IMPORTANT 
STEP IN MY STUDIES AND OPENED THE DOOR TO STUDYING IN 
THE US.”

KENJI - CORPORATE PILOT AND MECHANIC, GURLEY LEEP

The Newboldian | 2020
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riting proper is believed to have begun in the ancient 
Near East (ANE), in the region we now call Iraq. 
Having grown out of the use of pictographs, tokens 

and numerical signs, archaeologists suggest that by the third 
millennium BC, the technology of writing had developed to a point 
where it was being used for various activities such as impressing 
tokens, record-keeping and diplomatic correspondence. As with 
all new technologies,  the adoption of writing was  initially slow. 
In fact, tо begin with, some ancient   rulers viewed reading and 
writing as a menial task. In Mesopotamia, for example, there 
are only isolated  examples of kings who “claimed the ability to 
read”.1 In light of the thousands of ANE cuneiform tablets and 
inscriptions unearthed by archaeologists, one might be forgiven for 
thinking that literacy in the ANE was common and widespread. 
This, however, was far from the case. The increasingly literary
                                   demands of ancient statecraft and religious            
                                        practice were highly specialised activities
                                                       that required dedication, and
                                                 in some cases a near lifetime of   
                                                    training. As such, the technology
                                                     of writing was generally beyond      
                                                        the purview of ordinary ANE
                                                  citizens and was instead engaged        
                                                    only by elites such as the priestly
                                                     and scribal classes.

                                                          The implications of the technology
                                                   of writing cannot be understated.
                                                So significant was its invention that
                                           it is commonly associated with the
                                                 ushering in of a new epoch in 
                                                                                   human history. 

W

Not only did writing enable the development of new 
communication methods and the beginning of historiography, it 
restructured consciousness, providing humankind with the 
necessary tools to access different types of knowledge and 
think in new ways.2 The power of writing was not lost upon those 
living in the ancient world — some considered it essential for 
polity,  others thought it had magical properties and some even 
viewed it as dangerous.3 One of the most interesting reflections 
on the role of writing in the ancient world comes from Plato’s 
Republic, where in the penultimate chapter he launches into an 
attack on oral poets, excluding them from his republic.4 Not 
only does Plato take issue with the content of the stories told by 
the oral poets, he takes particular issue with the Homeric, 
emotive and additive style of their presentations. For Plato, 
rather than revealing the truth, emotive presentation obscures 
the reality of the way things really are. Instead, Plato argues that 
the ideal society ought to constitute more sober, objective, 
essentially literary modes of thought and communication. This is why 
Eric Havelock, in his ground-breaking work Preface to Plato, 
suggests that the foundations of Greek philosophy were laid in 
the restructuring of consciousness that resulted from the 
technology of writing and the invention of the alphabet.5     

Pastor Julian Thompson graduated from Newbold in 2012 
and returned to the College’s Department of Theological 
Studies in 2019 as a Lecturer in Old Testament Studies. 
Here he writes about the impact of the technology of writing 
on human consciousness, and reflects on how digitisation 
shapes our reading of the Bible today.

JULIAN THOMPSON

REFLECTIONS ON THE EFFECT 
OF DIGITISATION ON 
BIBLICAL CONSCIOUSNESS

FROM 
MANUSCRIPTS
TO MOBILES:

1 David McLain Carr, Writing on the tablet of the heart: origins of

  Scripture and literature (New York ; Oxford: Oxford University Press,   

 2005), 65.
2 Walter J. Ong, Orality and literacy: the technologizing of the word  

(London: Methuen, 1982).
3 Jack Goody, Literacy in traditional societies (Cambridge: Cambridge  

 University Press, 1968), 16,236.
4 Plato, Republic (ed. Robin Waterfield; Oxford England ; New York:  

 Oxford University Press,1993), 344-62.
5 See Ong, Orality and literacy: the technologizing of the word.

 As well as, Eric Alfred Havelock, Preface to Plato (Oxford: Blackwell,  

 1963).
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6 Susan Niditch, Oral world and written word: Ancient  

 Israelite literature (Louisville: Westminster John Knox,   

 1996), 78-83.
7 Hindy Najman,"The Symbolic Significance of Writing," in  

The idea of biblical interpretation: Essays in honor

 of James L. Kugel (ed. Hindy Najman and Judith H.  

 Newman; vol. 83 of; Leiden: Brill, 2004).
8 Tim Hartford, How the world's first accountants

counted on cuneiform (BBC, 2017 [cited 29/03/2020); 

 available from https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/

 business-39870485.
9 Marshall McLuhan and W. Terrence Gordon,  

Understanding media: The extensions of man

 (Berkeley, CA: Gingko Press, 2003).  On the role of media

 in Biblical studies see in particular Werner H. Kelber,  

The oral and the written Gospel: The hermeneutics

 of speaking and writing in the synoptic tradition,  

 Mark, Paul, and Q (Bloomington: Indiana University

 Press, 1997). 
10 Marshall McLuhan, The Gutenberg galaxy: The

 making of typographic man (Toronto: University of 

 Toronto Press, 1962).

From references to legal documents (Jer. 
32:10,12,44; Deut. 24:1,3), letters (Esth. 9:20-23, 
Ezra 4:7-16) and written annals (Neh 7.5, 1 Chron 
4.22), to passages that describe the use of writing in 
prophecy and texts that describe scrolls flying and 
being eaten (Zech. 5:1-4, Ezek. 3:1-13), it is clear 
to see that writing features prominently in the 
Hebrew Bible. Indeed, at certain points, writing is 
pictured as a divine activity with God himself 
described as having written the ten commandments 
with his own “finger” (Exod. 31:18, 32:16).6 Not 
only was writing an important topic in the Hebrew 
Bible, but its importance reflects the growing 
significance of writing within Israelite society more 
generally. This argument is taken up by Hindy 
Najman, who asserts that while symbolically 
important in the pre-exilic period, writing gradually 
became the authoritative medium for covenantal 
testimony and revelation.7

One example of writing re-shaping consciousness 
in the ANE can be found in the increasing use of 
writing for lists and tabulation. In ancient Uruk, the
technology of writing enabled the creation of the 
types of lists and tables necessary for accounting. 
Traders would barter through the use of tokens that 
represented different commodities such as sheep, 
grain and honey. In order to keep track of the 
various exchanges that took place, accountants 
would record and tabulate the various trades by 
impressing them in lists on clay tablets. These would 
then be dried and kept as a record, a bit like the 
receipt one gets after shopping at the supermarket.8

When compared with the type of lists used for 
accounting, it becomes clear that lists in the oral 
register function quite differently. Oral methods of 
listing tend to take more narrative and aggregative 
forms, such as Judges 5:13-18 where the names of 
tribes appear in the form of a catalogue that 
contributes to the narrative plot by adding all sorts of 
descriptive details. By way of contrast, the 
technology of writing allows for complex information 
to be communicated in a fixed, tabulated and easily 
retrievable form. This enables one to access precise 
information such as that needed for accounts in a 
way that oral-performative lists, such as Judges 
5:13-18, cannot.  

Under the influence of Marshal McLuhan’s highly 
influential mantra “the medium is the message”, 
scholarly attention within biblical studies has more 
recently come to focus on the interpretive role 
played by the media through which ancient writings 
such as the Hebrew Bible were communicated.9  The 
significance of McLuhan’s argument for our 
discussion lies in his suggestion that it is not writing 
alone that reshapes human consciousness, but that the 
media through which information is communicated, 
such as the Gutenberg printing press, play an 
important a role too.10 This argument becomes 
particularly interesting when one considers the 
various forms of media through which the biblical 
text is now available. Whereas previously, the Bible 
was only accessible through scrolls, codices, books 
etc., we now find ourselves entering a new age — 
the age of digitisation. Within the space of a few of 
decades we have gone from reading the Bible from 
manuscripts to reading it from mobile phones, 
laptops and a plethora of other digital devices.

The Newboldian | 2020
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The changes brought about by the 
digital age have been so sweeping, 
rapid and complete that its impact on 
humanity has been likened to that of the 
impact of writing in the ANE. In 2013, 
Paul Kendall asked the question, “Is the 
digital age re-wiring us?” and listed at 
least sixteen different ways in which the 
digital age is changing us. Amongst 
other things, he noted that we now “find 
it harder to concentrate”, “our memory 
is deteriorating” and that because we are 
more reliant on electronic communications 
we are even “becoming ruder”!11

In fundamentally changing the way we 
think and access information, digitisation 
is reshaping biblical consciousness and 
changing the nature of our relationship 
with the Bible. While some of these 
changes can be seen anecdotally in the 
fact that many of us now access the 
Bible through an app on our phones, 
the digital revolution has done much 
more than provide us with the Bible in 
electronic form. When our pioneers 
and grandparents read the Bible, their 
whole experience of reading God’s 
word might be described as something 
akin to a ritual — they would pray and 
open a sacred leather-bound book 
with gold letters on the front, a book 
that for some was too precious even for 
the addition of marginal notes. For 
many today, however, digitisation has 
made the act of reading the Bible a 
somewhat different experience. Not 
only do we now read with reduced 
levels of concentration and shorter 
memories, but there is also a difference 
in that reading the Bible digitally often 
encompasses a merging of the sacred 
with the secular, in the sense that we 
read the Bible on the same digital 
devices that we use to work, listen to 
music, watch Netflix and interact on 

   

social media. To be clear, in making 
these observations my intention is not to 
romanticise the past, or to suggest that 
reading the Bible in digital form is wrong. 
My purpose here is to highlight the fact 
that the digital experience of reading 
the Bible is a far cry from the days when 
placing another book on top of a Bible, 
even the Sabbath school quarterly, 
would bring disapproving looks from 
the faithful! 

Not only is digitisation shaping our 
reading of the Bible, it is also profoundly 
shaping the way we use and interact with 
it. While in some ways our use of apps 
can make our experience of the Bible 
more interactive, in other ways the very 
precise manner in which apps access 
biblical texts can lead us to approach 
the Bible as a reference work, rather than 
transformative reading. 

Digitisation has also contributed to the 
creation of various new communicative 
forms such as emojis and memes which 
enable people to curate biblical texts 
and further shape their meanings. For 
example, I recently encountered a meme 
based on 1 Kings 19, where, seeking to 
escape the anger of Jezebel, Elijah 
flees into the wilderness and asks God 
to take his life, but instead he is 
awakened and fed by an angel. The 
meme summarised the message of 1 
Kings 19 as follows: “Never underestimate 
the spiritual power of a nap and a 
snack”! While this is not the dominant 
message of 1 Kings 19, it does highlight 
the creativity encouraged by digitisation 
and this medium of communication, 
especially for those seeking to connect 
the message of the Bible with a popular 
culture obsessed with motivational quips 
and self-improvement quotes.
   

11 Paul Kendall, Is the digital age re-wiring us? (The Telegraph, 2013 [cited 29/03/2020);

available from https://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/9913452/

 Is-the-digital-age-rewiring-us.html.
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Digitisation is here to stay – in fact, one of the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic is that governmental requirements for 
remote working have forced people and organisations to 
embrace the opportunities presented by digitisation as a 
means of economic survival. As such, it is now even more 
essential that organisations seeking to have a meaningful 
voice in the digital world, organisations like the Church, 
develop digital fluency. While the use of church livestreams, 
Facebook pages, websites and WhatsApp groups are steps 
in the digital direction, it is important to recognise that 
possessing the ability to hold online meetings, upload sermons 
and create memes does not equate to digital competence. 
Just as with the invention of writing in the ANE, digitisation in 
the 21st century has caused fundamental changes in the way 
that people think, gain meaning from and interact with the 
world around them and the Bible. Digitisation has ushered in 
a new epoch in human history and, as with all fundamental     

societal changes, things will never be the same again. In 
order to not just survive, but thrive in this new world, it is 
important that we as a Church intentionally reflect on precisely 
what those changes are, and how best to meet them. 

This topic has been approached from a Biblical Studies 
perspective, and as such offers insights from a more 
theological viewpoint. In order to meet the challenges and 
opportunities that digitisation (and the more recent 
phenomenon of digitalisation) present, more reflection is 
needed, not only from theologians, but also from those with 
expertise in digitisation and other related fields as well. After 
all, in the digital world, collaboration is the new name of the 
game.

author: Julian THOMPSON
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HUMAN SLAVERY OF ALL KINDS IS ON THE RISE, BUT 
SO OFTEN WE CAN’T SEE IT. WHAT CAN WE DO?

When news stories about 
human trafficking make the 
headlines, we are all shocked, 
but we tend to forget. The Diversity 
Lecture on this topic, held on 11 
February 2020, with Suzette Jones 
(Health and Wellbeing Adviser for 
the Diocese of Guildford), offered 
insights into the hidden and mostly 
ignored slavery behind the headlines in 
modern Britain. Most of us are completely 
blind to the fact that hundreds of thousands 
of lives are being blighted right now. Some 
people have called this ‘blindness’ a sin.

Suzette – who leads the Clewer Initiative, 
a Church of England response to slavery and 
human trafficking – suggested that the tools to end 
slavery already exist within the local community 
but many of us need understand the modern forms of 
slavery so we are more able to recognise it. We need to learn 
a new vocabulary.

The most obvious is people smuggling: taking extortionate 
amounts of money from desperate people who are transported, 
sometimes across countries and continents, in the back of a van or 
container, released at a motorway service station, and left to 
find their own way. Some have family or other connections; all 
of them disappear. 

Trafficking is a longer-term relationship based purely on 
deception. Here vulnerable people, sometimes those seeking 
work or coming out of food banks, are targeted with fantastic 
offers. They are promised exorbitant amounts of money while 
being groomed by exploitative ‘bosses’ who slowly control 
every aspect of their lives. They are forced to work in the sex 
trade or other ‘industries’. Relentlessly, they are deprived of 
their freedom and if they try to run away they are followed 
and threatened. Some have even been sedated and had their 
kidneys harvested. Trafficked people can often be found in 
industries that require cheap labour: car washes, abattoirs, 
food processing, nail salons, block paving, gardening, agricul-
ture, brothels (permanent and temporary) and, of course, the 
drug trade.

Human slavery of all kinds is on the rise, but so often we can’t
see it. What can we do? Suzette’s advice came in the lecture
and in the question and answer session that followed: “Most 
of all, use your eyes, be aware of the people with whom you
deal. Look for transparent supply chains in businesses you deal
with.” Her repeated advice was: ”If something doesn’t feel 
right, it probably isn’t.” If something concerns you, call the
Modern Slavery Helpline.

County lines is a specific form of
trafficking in which young people,
some of them as young as fourteen,
are offered increasing amounts of
money to carry parcels of cocaine
and other drugs. Typical county

lines victims are poor urban
 teenagers, in or just out of the care

system, homeless and without family
support. Some of them are offered

food and shelter which they accept
as ‘payment’ for their drug running

activities.

Cuckooing was the final new piece of
vocabulary for many in the audience.
Drug dealers take over the home of a

vulnerable person who may need ready
cash and, by intimidation and a variety of

threats, slowly deprive them of their ownership
and liberty.

Christians believe in a God who liberates people, who values 
freedom and justice. Suzette closed with the Freedom Prayer 
which concludes: “Father God of Freedom who leads us into 
life, deliver us from every evil and make us deliverers of others. 
Amen.”

Modern Slavery Helpline: 08000 121 700 Crimestopers: 0800 555 111
A video of Suzette Jones’ lecture is available at facebook.com/newboldcollege

author: Helen PEARSON



Christianity is boring. The Bible is made up. Church is for old 
people. It’s outdated. Patriarchal. Misogynistic. Homophobic. 
There’s no proof of God. He/She/Whoever it is doesn’t 
exist. It’s a myth, I’d rather believe in Peppa Pig or Father 
Christmas. God is not relevant to my life. My family isn’t 
religious.

To what extent do you agree with these statements?

As a secondary school Religious Education teacher, I’ve heard 
these kinds of attitudes many times and I know that when a 
student voices this kind of opinion, it’s usually something that 
stems from home. It’s not something they’ve explored and 
then formed their own conclusion about; it’s a stereotypical 
response to what they think they (or their parents) know 
about textbook Christianity. And I agree with them. Textbook 
Christianity is not relevant to young people. It doesn’t meet the 
profound yearnings of their hearts, answer their deep questions 
about morality or satisfy their thirst for justice in a corrupt 
world. It’s dry, unhelpful, simplistic, and un-revolutionary. It 
doesn’t offer hope for this life, only a vague notion that there 
will be justice in the next. Moreover, the complex key words 
confuse students’ minds – the number of times I’ve heard that 
Jesus is the re-incarnation of God! And we don’t want to be 
referred to as a religion of ‘Ians’!

However, what I have learnt from young people is that most 
of them do want to study Religious Education, and when they 
are given the opportunity to study it openly, they have a lot
of questions. I wonder, how many of these would you be 
able to answer?

is a Newbold Theology graduate (2014) and holds a PGCE  
from the University of Oxford (2016). He is currently the 
Head of Religious Education at The Piggott School in 
Twyford. Using this experience and background, Tom 
discusses ways that the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
can remain relevant to young people by giving them 
the space to ask questions, the support to seek answers 
and the tools to make the world their own.

TOM STONE

WHAT DO YOU 
CALL A CHRISTIAN 
WITHOUT JESUS? 
IAN.
HOW THE CHURCH CAN 
REMAIN RELEVANT TO YOUTH.

My experience as a teacher has taught me that, when given 
the chance, young people ask great questions. But not just that, 
lots of them crave the space or platform to discuss them openly. 
And yet, in their world, there is very little opportunity for that to 
happen. Social media is a viper’s nest, and, unless they are 
very fortunate, their home life is not the place for a genuine, 
honest discussion. As such, to be relevant to young people, the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, or any other Church for that 
matter, needs to be a place of transparent discussion, a place 
for people to ask difficult questions and not be presented with a 
one-size-fits-all answer. 

•If God is all-loving, why doesn’t he stop 
    people getting cancer, orprevent disasters  
    like earthquakesand the Holocaust?
•Are Adam and Eve really the cause of all the 
    evil and suffering in the world today? Is that fair?
•What if Hitler repented before he committed 
    suicide? Would it be  justice if God forgave him?
•Why isn’t there any actual proof  that God exists? 
    If he exists, why doesn’t he just show himself?
•Do all religions believe in the same God?
•Why are there peaceful and violent verses in the 
    Bible, as well as in the Qur’an?
•Why does God seem okay with genocide in some 
    places, and desire pacifism in others?
•Does prayer work?
•Why are some people gay? Did God create them 
     that way?
•Does God forgive child-abusers?
•Why do churches always ask for money?

Young people have a lot of 
questions about religion. 
How many could you answer?

14

author: Tom STONE

The journey of faith is not simple. Whether we have no faith, 
a vague faith or a committed belief in Jesus, we all have 
questions. To be significant, we need to stop saying we have 
the Truth, and begin to let young people ask questions. 
Questions of life, of pain, of meaning. We need to have the 
honesty and the humility to say we don’t know. In doing so, 
we provide young people with the space to explore for 
themselves, to find the Truth in their own way, not the way 
we might prescribe for them. It’s dangerous – for instance, 
when we discuss these questions in class, students can get 
heated and debates can very quickly turn personal. Yet, 
along with the danger, there’s the thrill of searching for an 
answer that satisfies our yearnings and our soul’s thirst for 
something worth living for.

Something else I’ve discovered about young people is that 
they are passionate about exploring what is right and wrong. 
The most popular and memorable lessons I teach are the 
whole-class debates on big ethical topics: abortion, 
euthanasia, war, terrorism, climate change, the death 
penalty, forgiveness, animal experimentation, same-sex 
marriage and adult gender change. Leaving the ‘black and 
white’ answers of textbook religion behind, young people 
relish the chance to explore the grey within the world. Why? 
I believe there is a hunger for purpose and meaning inside 
the hearts of young men and women. It is a desire, a 
mission, to be part of something bigger than themselves. I 
don’t think it’s a surprise that young people seem to be 
drawn to recent ‘revolutionary’-style politicians, such as 
Jeremy Corbyn and Bernie Sanders. They don’t just want to 
discuss issues, they want to be part of solving them. They 
want hope, in the very real sense of the word. They want 
justice. Peace. A society that they can create, not simply 
exist in. 

It is also not a surprise that Jesus tasked young people with 
following him for three years and continuing his mission and 
his story. The people who started the Adventist Church in the 
1800s? Young people.

To be relevant, the Church should be a place that sets young 
people’s hearts on fire. A place that lets them dream of what 
God’s kingdom of heaven on earth could look like in their 
society and says, ‘Go for it, what do you need? We’ll give 
it to you’. A place that instils a passion for restoration, that 
taps into that yearning for justice and change and sets it 
loose. A place that doesn’t exist out of fear and tradition, but 
lives, confident in the Spirit of the Living God, and can use 
young people to start a fire in His world now, as He did 
2000 years ago.

While studying at Newbold in 2012, I was part of a team 
that started a homeless ministry in London. We took soup, 
sandwiches and ourselves to London every Friday night to 
sit and chat with homeless people. Every week different 
young people from Newbold joined us, some for just one 
week, others for years. But the response was the same: their 
hearts were set on fire with a passion for creating change in 
the world, however small it may be. The act of going to 
London, sitting and talking to the homeless, seemed to be 
the match that sparked an inner blaze. A Spirit-fueled 
inferno, compelling young people to bring the Kingdom of 
God on Earth as in Heaven. 

To be relevant, we need to be the space for young people 
to ask their questions, open their hearts and honestly discuss 
life. At the same time, we need to be a springboard for 
young people to launch their God-given dreams of building 
a new society. A society made in the image of God. Much like 
they are.   

photography: Nikolay STOYKOV
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SDALanguages

God has always promised to be with us, in good times and in 
challenging ones. I am sure that He will continue teaching each 
one of us the most beautiful language we can all learn, and that 
is the language of love (1 Corinthians 13:1).

Find out more about SDALanguages Europe, at: sdalanguages.eu or 
on Facebook, facebook.com/SDALanguages

author: Juan Antonio LÓPEZ

Before I came to England, I spent many years thinking 
about how to learn English effectively. My dream was 
to live in an English-speaking country to learn about 
the different culture and customs, and to learn a foreign 
language at a good university. I heard about Newbold 
at the Polish Adventist camp and I knew it was something
for me. I was excited and curious. What I like and 
appreciate most at Newbold and in its English 
Language Centre is the contact with people from all 
over the world, learning about their culture, customs and 
experiences; joint services, reflection on the word of 
God, prayer; and spending time together, including 
singing in a choir or playing volleyball. All language 
classes are valuable, conducted in an interesting way,  
and personally brought me great positive results. I 
appreciate the smiles, patience, commitment and 
incredible willingness to support and help by teachers. 
We learn the language in practice both in class and in 
private time. I would like to continue my studies at 
Newbold.

Katarzyna SNITKOWSKA, Poland
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is the current Coordinator of SDALanguages Europe, an 
international language association of which Newbold – 
and his home campus, Sagunto Adventist College (Spain) – 
are part. He talks about the history of the association and 
the impact that this cooperative has had on the development 
of language offerings at Adventist campuses in Europe, 
and about the association’s product adaptation in the 
face of the COVID-19 crisis.

JUAN ANTONIO LÓPEZ

I was twenty-four years old the first time I visited Newbold. As a 
very young professor at Sagunto Adventist College (Spain), I 
was in charge of a group of twenty students who were excited 
to participate in Newbold’s Summer School. It was also my first 
experience in an English-speaking country, and it’s easy to 
imagine the number of interesting anecdotes and funny 
memories that I still have from this experience. That summer was 
the first of many spent at Newbold and I became very familiar 
with popular events that I’m sure many others also remember – 
such as the visit from the Scottish dancers, and International 
Night – as well as the lovely teachers who taught over the summer, 
including Penny Mahon, Sandra Rigby-Barrett and Erica Hole.

My experience with Newbold’s summer programmes, and the 
way they were organised, inspired me with ideas that I later 
used myself as Director of the Language Programme at 
Sagunto, and some that I use even now as the Coordinator of 
SDALanguages Europe, an international language association 
of which Newbold was a founding member.

SDALanguages was established in 2004 at a language 
teachers’ convention in Villa Aurora (Italy). At that time a group 
of directors of Adventist languages schools in Europe felt that 
uniting to share experiences and challenges would be 
beneficial for all. Established in 2004 as Linguae Pro Adventu, 
and renamed SDALanguages Europe in 2008, the association 
oversees five languages (French, German, Italian, English and 
Spanish) taught across six campuses:
 •Friedensau Adventist University (Germany)
 •Bogenhofen Seminary (Austria)
 •Adventist University of France - Collonges (France)
 •Sagunto Adventist College (Spain)
 •Italian Adventist University – Villa Aurora (Italy)
 •Newbold College of Higher Education (England)

These schools share their mission to educate students so that 
they can acquire a good level in a foreign language and use it 
in today’s diverse, multicultural world to embrace differences 
and build bridges.

The association aims to promote the offering of high-quality 
language courses in Christian environments and to unite the 
efforts of the campuses that teach them as we promote our 
courses around the world. Through the association we have 
been able to promote our language programmes at events such 
as Youth Congresses, Seventh-day Adventist teachers’ 
conventions, in national Adventist reviews, on social media and 
in person as we have visited various educational establishments.

As well as programmes in the academic year, many of the 
schools in the association offer summer language programmes 
which both individuals and groups can also attend for shorter 
periods of time. Languages programmes are generally open to 
students sixteen years old and over, although some campuses 
only accept students over the age of eighteen. 

The association has the support of the Inter-European Division 
(EUD) and of the Trans-European Division (TED).

Newbold has always been very active in its participation with 
the association – in fact the first Coordinator of SDALanguages 
was Erica Hole (2006-2009), who many will remember as 
Director of Newbold’s English Language Centre, and the first 
official meeting of the association took place at Newbold in 
August 2006. I took over myself from 2009 to 2011, before 
coordination later moved to Antonietta Riviello from Villa Aurora 
(2011-2017) and back to myself (2017-present).

As I write, SDALanguages Europe – along with schools, 
colleges, universities and other organisations around the world 
are facing what may be the biggest challenge in our history: 
how to continue offering our language provisions in a time of 
unprecedented international instability and insecurity. 

A number of our schools are providing – or working towards 
providing – online language programmes to continue educating 
during this pandemic, but we will need a vast amount of 
creativity, energy, support, determination and prayer to continue 
serving our schools and our young people. 

  

PROMOTING 
LANGUAGE LEARNING 
ACROSS EUROPE

SDALanguages
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A STUDENT’S JOURNEY
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Some transition smoothly from secondary school to a higher 
education institution such as Newbold, but for many others, 
this opportunity for change is the culmination of years of 
wrestling with self-doubt and fear as well as the process of 
being able to distinguish God’s voice from the sometimes 
deafening roar and the myriad distractions of life.

Many, like myself, come to a crossroads such as this through 
brokenness. So when speaking to someone considering a 
major life change, I’m well aware that it’s never as easy as 
handing them a Newbold prospectus and receiving their 
application in return.

Every recruitment interaction - particularly attending in-person 
events - brings us unique challenges. To overcome these challenges, 
we strive to involve current students who themselves have been 
able to find their way through what - in some cases - has been a 
maze of obstacles to get to Newbold. Limited finances, 
systems and circumstances, individuals or groups that aim to 
discourage…all seem to be common hindrances on the 
journey of a prospective student. So for one to be able to 
speak to a student who has walked that road and come out 
the other side is immensely valuable.

I met current Business student Mark Szanto less than a year 
ago when he visited Newbold with his mother and brother 
Konrad, who is now also at Newbold studying Theology. 
Mark asked the questions everyone asks, and received the 
most transparent answers that I and the students he met 
during his tour were able to give. 

Applications were made, scholarships received and less than 
a year after I met him on his tour, Mark conducted his own 
campus tour for a visiting group of prospective students.

In his time at Newbold so far he has been heavily involved in 
campus life – he is an active member of the Newbold Student 

A STUDENT’S
JOURNEY

Association with a wide circle of friends and has thoroughly 
enjoyed his time at Newbold. So, I was surprised by his 
answer when I asked him how he felt having given his first 
campus tour. He said, “It feels like now, I belong”. There’s 
something so special about coming full circle and now having 
the opportunity to help others find the very things that you 
were once seeking.

Mark is one of many students given the opportunity each 
year to attend recruitment trips and events alongside 
Newbold recruiters such as myself, where together our stories 
are used to ease the hearts and minds of others who are only 
beginning their journey to answer the call.

We hope that through our stories and experiences, fears may 
be stilled and hope rekindled and that countless others can 
experience the life-changing and faith-affirming campus we 
have all come to call home.

Angeline Tyrokomos spent several years as a Student 
Recruiter for Newbold, meaning she was often the first 
point of contact for potential students. Here she offers a 
unique perspective on their decision-making and the 
cycle that brings them full circle from prospective 
students to recruiters themselves.

ANGELINE TYROKOMOS

author: Angeline 
TYROKOMOS

here’s a level of uncertainty that comes with great 
change, and for many potential applicants, financial 
and academic concerns are just the beginning. A little 

reluctance or hesitation when considering a change as 
significant as moving countries is to be expected.

T
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Narratives are a human universal. No matter what culture 
you are from, everybody knows what makes a good story. 
Begin with the stories and engage with them and ask 
questions, and don’t be in a rush – it’s not fast food. Some 
people say ”I aim to read the Bible every year from Genesis 
to Revelation”, and there’s nothing wrong with that, but I think 
it’s better to say ”This year I’m going to read the Gospel of 
Luke”. The Bible isn’t Pot Noodle, it’s gourmet – take the time 
to enjoy it.

Often we read Bible stories already knowing how they end. 
Instead we should try to see the narrative through the eyes of 
the characters, as if we are reading it for the first time – but 
how do we do that? By adopting the persona of the 
character. When you read the story, the character will never 
know more than he or she knows at that point in the story 
because, like us, they haven’t got to the end of it yet. If you do 
it that way you’ll be surprised, because as the story unfolds its 
nuances and complications will become known gradually. If 
you already know the story, and always read it with a 
knowledge of its ending, you forget what these surprising 
details are and you run the risk of just noting its abstract 
theological DNA— and that’s never exciting.

Reading Bible narratives effectively was the main premise 
behind Men and Women Like Us. The Bible is full of 
narratives. In fact, if you look at the literary genres in the 
Bible, there are more narratives than anything else (although 
there are others, such as the epistles and the apocalyptic 
prophecies and so on). Yet these biblical narratives are often 
read in a very unimaginative way and we tend to downplay 
them and assume that real theology is from books such as 
Romans and Galatians – and that’s where you get hit 
between the eyes with the Gospel. But, in the biblical world 
and in the cultures that are reflected in the Bible, it was 
through narratives that people expressed the most significant 
things in their lives. That’s why Jesus used parables. He didn’t 
use parables because he was the Son of God, he used 
parables because he was Jewish. When the Jewish people 
wanted to talk about a matter of importance they would 
begin, “Let me tell you a story…”. 

Often these stories are dismissed as entertainment on the 
side, but by unpacking the narratives we get to know what’s 
at the heart of these people, and rather than treating them as 
if they were plaster saints, unachievable positive role models, 
we see them for what they are: men and women, just like us. 

To read the Bible effectively, try listening to the narrative 
rather than coming to the Bible thinking you know what it’s all 
about. For example, instead of saying “it’s all about 
righteousness by faith”, first read the stories, and then decide. 
Of course the Bible is too diverse to say it’s all about one 
thing. It’s about many things, and it’s easier to relate to 
character experience rather than abstract theology. We can 
talk about justification and sanctification alone, but our hearts 

are warmed and our imaginations come alive when we read 
“Now the Lord said to Abraham”, and we have a story with 
characters, responses and motivations. 

Consider the story of Joseph, the father of Jesus. A few years 
ago, I preached a sermon on Joseph as part of an Advent 
series. As a result, I discovered things about Joseph that I had 
never known before, and one of those was the significance of 
Joseph being a “righteous man”. When you realise that the 
Bible considers a righteous man, or ‘tsaddiq’, one who 
studies, learns and treasures the Torah, and that he has status 
in society, it makes a big difference to how you view the story.

Scot McKnight, author of The Jesus Creed, spoke of Joseph 
as a tsaddiq, and it was as if the scales fell from my eyes. All 
of a sudden, I thought “Wait a minute!” and I reconsidered 
Joseph in a whole new light, which comes back to my point 
about reading the text in such a way that you see things that 
you didn’t see before.

As a righteous man, a tsaddiq, Joseph had status in society 
and was expected to uphold the Torah. Considering the story 
of Mary being pregnant by the Holy Spirit in this context, with 
our Christian-pious eyes and the expectance of what the 
Gospel tells us, is one thing, but the people in Nazareth 
weren’t going to accept that. This is one of the details in the 
Gospel story that takes people by surprise. In popular 
thinking, there was nothing to predict this.

In their society, in their time, this was not what they were 
looking for at all. We must read the story in the social context 
of the time. In certain parts of the Western world today, the 
fact that Mary was pregnant would be neither here nor there, 
but this is first-century Judaism.

In Joseph’s marrying his pregnant, betrothed partner, people 
would either think that he is really not tsaddiq if he is the 
father, and if he isn’t the father, then no tsaddiq is going to 
marry a woman like Mary. It’s a double whammy. Either way 
Joseph is a loser in this matter. So, why does he go ahead 
and do it? Because he has the courage to do so. The angel 
tells him to do it, that’s true, but Joseph is somebody who 
exchanges one kind of righteousness (the righteousness of the 
scribes and the Pharisees, good pious folks who follow the 
letter of the law and the old traditions surrounding it), for 
another, whereby he is willing to do something that is 
completely outrageous in the eyes of the community.

Joseph is not just a character on a Christmas card. The 
interesting thing is in Luke’s Gospel, Mary takes the 
centre-stage whereas in Matthew’s Gospel it’s Joseph. You 
see the courageous acts of Joseph and Mary when you put 
the two gospels together; Mary is willing to do something that 
has never been done before and Joseph is willing to do 
something that would fly in the face of polite, respectable 
society and he had to live with the stigma, probably for the 
rest of his life. 
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Dr Laurence Turner graduated from Newbold in 1974, before completing 
postgraduate studies at Andrews University and returning to the United Kingdom 
where he worked as a pastor in South East England, then as a lecturer in Australia, before 
completing doctoral studies at the University of Sheffield (UK) and finally Newbold. Dr Turner spent over twenty years in the 
Department of Theological Studies and over ten of those years as Head of the department. He retired in 2015 to the edge of the 
Yorkshire Dales where he enjoys hiking, long walks, ice cream and creative cooking. He has remained a Principal Lecturer
            Emeritus at Newbold, recently completed a Seventh-day Adventist Bible commentary on 2 Samuel and another on
                     1 Samuel, and is working on another on the book of Esther. Dr Turner returned to Newbold as guest speaker 
                               for the College’s Autumn 2019 Week of Spiritual Emphasis, where he spoke about making  the stories 
                                             of the men and women in the Bible personally relevant. Here, Dr Turner discusses 
                                                  understanding the Bible, how relevant it is in today’s society and some of the
                                                    ideas he explored in his series at Newbold, Men and Women Just Like Us. 
                                                                             

DR LAURENCE TURNER

HOW IS THE BIBLE RELEVANT 
TO US TODAY?

JUST LIKE US
MEN & WOMEN

How can we say that the Bible is relevant today? 
To simplify it, the Bible is a library of books. At any time in our history 
some of the books in this library are going to be more relevant than 
others, depending on the issues society is facing at the time. And 

so it happens, that parts of the Bible which may have seemed 
less important twenty or thirty years ago will suddenly be back

 in vogue.

For the Bible to be relevant we must engage with it, and 
 engage with it in a relevant fashion so that we do not assume 

 it is something other than what it is. For example, if you treat the 
  Bible as a book of answers then you may miss seeing it as also a 
  book of questions. The Bible wants to engage with us inductively; 

   it asks questions of us, it wants us to think and to use what it gives us 
to form conclusions.

         It’s not about how we can make the Bible relevant, or irrelevant, but about treating
 it in an appropriate manner. Treated inappropriately, it may seem irrelevant.

  

     To get the most from the Bible we shouldn’t expect it to be constantly of equal relevance, but learn how 
  to use each part of the Bible the way it was meant to serve, and for its relevant purpose given the particular

times and circumstances. 

To read the Bible in a relevant way, we must accept that to understand the Bible is to read the Bible. Too often what we tend to 
do is read other people’s opinions of the Bible, and then what we learn is what other people think about  it, rather than what we 
think ourselves. It’s also good to know where to begin, and the best place to start is with the parts of the Bible which are more 
accessible. In some ways, those are the parts that bring us to the question of narratives, which is what I spoke about during 
Newbold’s 2019 Autumn Week of Spiritual Emphasis. 
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I also have a burden, an interest, in demonstrating that biblical 
spirituality is much more varied than we tend to think. Spirituality 
is often thought of as being positive: having a daily walk with 
Jesus so that everything in life falls into place and we can see 
God’s leadings. I wouldn’t disparage that, but biblical 
spirituality also deals with situations that don’t work out. We 
have what are generally called ”laments”, or ”psalms of 
disorientation”, which I think is more accurate. There are more 
psalms of disorientation than any other kind of psalms, and yet 
we ignore them. I think we ignore them to our peril because 
people feel if you question God, somehow, you’re lacking faith 
and spirituality. That attitude is opposite to the one taken by the 
Bible.

The Bible takes laments as an act of worship offered to God – 
even if you are telling him, “Wake up! Why do you forget us?” 
God is big enough to take that kind of questioning, instead of 
treating God like a grumpy old grandfather who is all right as 
long as you don’t upset him. God isn’t like that. 

Heman the Israelite is a musician who sang “Give thanks to the 
Lord for He is good for his steadfast love endures forever” 
(Psalm 136), but he also wrote Psalm 88, a psalm of 
disorientation, which ends with “the darkness is my closest 
friend”. How do we get from ”give thanks to the Lord, his 
steadfast love endures forever” to ”the darkness is my closest 
friend?” Well, both are part of a normal, healthy, spiritual life. 
Some people say this is dangerous and caution against 
expressing it. Well, if you say that, you’re clearly not reading 
the Psalms, because “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” (Psalm 22) is not an affirmation of absolute 
conviction, other than the conviction that God has left you.

The worst thing we can do with serious questions about 
anything is to brush them under the carpet. We need to, in some 
forum, be able to discuss what seems unfair or unjust. It works 
the same spiritually as well. Not allowing people to express 
their frustrations makes these feelings even worse than if they 
are given a forum. In the Bible that forum was worship. Doubts 
were offered to God as acts of worship, and when people got 
them off their chests, they would say “let me praise your name 
for I delight in your law” (Psalm 119).

authors: Clive MALCOLM/Kirsty WATKINS
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HOW COVID-19 
IS MAKING 
DISCIPLES 
AND BUILDING 
COMMUNITIES 
IN THE SOUTH 
ENGLAND CONFERENCE

President of the South England Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists (SEC), provides a perspective on the pandemic, 
and looks at how the SEC is responding in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and what it means for churches and 
ministry. 

PASTOR EMMANUEL OSEI,

I must confess that I had never heard of the city of Wuhan until 
the recent outbreak of the coronavirus. The devastation that has 
been wreaked on human lives as a result of this pandemic has 
brought the entire world to a standstill. As world leaders 
frantically search for a solution to this situation, many are 
dependent on the scientists to produce a vaccine. 

Many people are fearful and, out of a genuine desire to 
understand recent world events, have bought into the 
conspiracy theories circulating on social media and online
                                 forums that suggest if one takes the vaccine,
                                                a microchip will be implanted, causing
                                                              the powers that be to monitor
                                                            our movements and      
                                                                         whereabouts. They
                                                                               believe that this     
                                                                                   will contribute
                                                                                       to receiving
                                                                                             the Mark 

of the Beast as described in Revelation 13. Some believe the 
real cause of this coronavirus is the radiation emitted from the 
5G masts, reacting with the cells within the human body. Others 
have suggested that the new £20 note has a 5G mast printed 
on the hologram and the coronavirus clearly depicted to the 
side of it. You may be aware of other theories, but what is clear 
is that thousands of people are dying every day across the 
globe.  

Within the South England Conference territory, our theme for the 
quadrennium is Making Disciples; Building Communities. 
This was shared with our constituents at the beginning of the 
year during our Evangelism Expo. As a Church we have been 
far too insular and as a result we have developed a fortress 
mentality. The physical church has become a fortress where we 
can hide and feel safe. We are selective of those whom we 
welcome into our congregations. Many believe they must look 
like us, dress like us, eat what we eat, behave like us etc. 
However, every once in a while, we open our doors to the 
public and let a few in, after which, we shut ourselves in our 
fortress again. This practice has gone on for years without 
achieving the success we would like to see. As a result of 
acknowledging this trend, we were inspired to place the emphasis 
on the importance of our members leaving the comforts of our 
churches and engaging with those in our communities. This 
vision was well received and as plans unfolded to put the 
strategy in action, we were suddenly hit with COVID-19.

Given that the safety of our membership is paramount, we took 
the action to close our churches with immediate effect, which 
resulted in us being forced to engage in ministry in ways that 
may seem unconventional or foreign to many. Although we do 
not believe COVID-19 is a plague from God, we have seen 
how God has used His sons and daughters to build up the 
kingdom during this time. We have witnessed members reaching 
out to their neighbours to provide hot meals; doing grocery
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shopping for the vulnerable in their communities; collecting 
prescriptions for the needy; participating in acts of kindness and 
becoming relevant within our communities. There is no doubt in 
my mind that this is what the Church should have always been 
doing and COVID-19 has served as a catalyst and given us the 
impetus to get on track.

In light of what is unfolding around us, many have rekindled an 
interest in prophetic and religious matters in the search for 
answers. Is the coronavirus one of the last plagues described in 
the book of Revelation, which will be poured out on those who 
receive the Mark of the Beast? What is the Mark? Who or what 
is the Beast? When will the world as we know it end? These, 
along with many more intriguing questions, are being asked 
today. While many are relying on sources like Google and 
YouTube to find the answers, I am thankful that Newbold 
College of Higher Education offers an education that is both 
balanced and Biblically sound.

As a Conference, we have encouraged many young people to 
attend Newbold and pursue a course of study that will prepare 
them to deal with many of the issues that confront our society. 
The education gained from Newbold equips the individual with 
the necessary tools to dissect the Bible and not only answer the 
questions raised but reorganise one’s lifestyle in harmony with 
the Bible teachings. 

There have been specific messages that have been relevant for 
different dispensations in the history of mankind. We generally 
refer to this as 'Present Truth’: truth relevant to the times in which we 
live. Based on our understanding of the Bible prophecies, we 
believe these are the last days of Earth’s history. There is an 
interest in the last day events as recorded in the Book of Revelation: 
the Second Coming of Christ, the Seal of God, the Seven Last 
Plagues, the close of probation. These great themes warrant our 
study and attention as they are relevant to our day.

In 1 Chronicles 12, the Bible describes the army of King David 
in Hebron by numbering the fighting men from each tribe. It is 
written in 1 Chronicles 12:32, “And of the children of Issachar, 
which were men that had understanding of the times, to know 
what Israel ought to do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all 
their brethren were at their command”. 

author: Pastor Emmanuel OSEI

TODAY WE NEED MEN AND WOMEN WHO 
CONSIDER THE CHALLENGES BROUGHT ABOUT 
BY THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC AND, THROUGH 
STUDY OF THE BIBLE, UNDERSTAND THE TIMES IN 
WHICH WE ARE LIVING AND KNOW WHAT WE 
OUGHT TO DO.
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8 May 2020 marks the 27th anniversary of Murdoch Hall. Originally known as ‘the Seminary
building’,  it was opened on 8 May 1983. On 7 June 1992 it was named Murdoch Hall after 
William G.C. Murdoch and his wife, Ruth, in honour of their contributions to education.

Murdoch Hall Celebrates 27 Years
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Above: Walter Scragg cuts the ribbon declaring the 
seminary building open. Top right: The seminary 
building, designed by architect Aubrey Williams and 
built by Triangle Builders contains seventeen offices 
and ten classrooms, one containing an audio-visual 
training centre where students can learn to use 
audio-visual equipment and see themselves at work 
counselling or preaching. Bottom right: Seminary 
staff. Left to right: Frank Wood, registrar; Konrad 
Mueller, principal lecturer in Church and Ministry, 
Andrew Mustard, lecturer in Historical Theology; 
Michael Pearson, senior lecturer in Philosophy and 
Ethics, Steven Thompson, lecturer in New Testament; 
Helen Savage, secretary to the Principal; Kai Arasola, 
lecturer in Old Testament; Kevin Howse, lecturer in 
Church and Ministry; Sakae Kubo, dean of the 
Seminary; Alan Crow, lecturer in Theology and director 
of Field Evangelism; peter van Bemmelen, lecturer in 
Systematic Theology; Bryan Ball, principal lecturer in 
Theology and Church and Ministry; Harry Leonard, 
principal lecturer in Church History; Ruth Taylor, 
secretary to the Registrar.

SEMINARY OPENING 
AT NEWBOLD
by Helen Pearson

Photos: David West, Bill Tolman
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“This building represents the will of the Church,” 
said Pastor Walter Scragg, president of the 
Northern European Division and chairman of the 
College Board, as he opened the new seminary 
building at Newbold on Graduation Sunday, 8 May. 
“The Church membership in one way or another 
gave us this building which represents the patient 
gathering of money in this country and in other 
parts of the world.”

The new building, designed for the postgraduate 
and in-service training of ministers in the Northern 
European and Euro-Africa Divisions, was conceived 
in 1977. Its opening now, six years later, represents 
the culmination of a long process of planning by 
the General Conference and the two divisions 
involved, and a lot of hard manual labour for 
workers on and off campus. The wife of the 
architect, the late Aubrey Williams, and her son 
Beverly, and John Harrison of Triangle Builders, were 
there for the ceremony representing an army of 
workers like those from the College maintenance 
department who added bookshelves and cabinets, 
carpeting and lighting, door frames and linings, 
phones and bells, all so necessary to the 

running of such a building. All had made their 
contribution and now Pastor Scragg reminded us 
of the most important, “Except the Lord build a 
house, they labour in vain which build it”.

And so it was fitting that Dr Jan Paulsen, formerly 
principal of Newbold and now Education director 
for the Northern European Division, should pray for 
the dedication of the building to the sacred ministry 
for which it was conceived and build, and asking 
that in it the name of Jesus Christ might be 
magnified and lifted up.

The ceremony was concluded by an invitation from 
Dr Kubo, principal of the College and dean of the 
Seminary, to tour the building. Many visitor accepted 
his invitation, pronouncing themselves well satisfied 
with this latest addition to the Newbold campus, 
and sharing Pastor Scragg’s hope that this might 
be a place where the Word of God is expounded 
and understood and where men and women are 
motivated to serve God.

Article courtesy of The Messenger, 24 June 1983
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THANK YOU GOD. THANK YOU NEWBOLD. 
THANK YOU FRIENDS ACROSS THE WORLD. 
MAY YOU DISCOVER THE VALUE OF A LIFE PATH 
THAT TRAVELS THROUGH THE NEWBOLD CAMPUS.

was very excited to attend Newbold. It was the autumn of 
1982 and it was a big adventure for me to get on the ship in 
Gothenburg and travel all the way to Newbold, in England.

I had a good friend who had already been at Newbold for some 
time and that was part of the reason I wanted to go there. The 
other main reason was a hunger for learning more about God’s 
word. I had taken a Bible year at our school in Sweden; my heart 
and my mind had gotten a taste of the depth and beauty of the 
Bible and I decided that I wanted more. Then, in the summer of 
1984, I graduated with my undergraduate degree in Theology 
and returned to Sweden, the same person and yet different. 
Changed? Yes! Matured? A little! Knowing what to do? Not 
really! But open to what God was going to show me.

Now, 36 years later, I can see His leading in so many ways. Not 
least in leading me to Newbold in the first place. Today I serve as 
the President of the Swedish Union and I can see the somewhat 
crooked path that God has led me down so far. Crooked, in that 
it has taken me through different jobs, homes on different 
continents and life experiences that God has used to mould me 
and shape me into what I am today. Purposeful, because I believe 
that He has been there to guide me all the way. I have been a 
pastor, chaplain, grief counsellor, principal and administrator. 
Maybe even more importantly I have been a husband, father, 
friend, servant and fellow human being.

Newbold gave me so much at the right time, which helped me 
build a foundation for my life: friends across the world, a wife of 
34 years, memories that still give me strength, values that 
challenge me to stand up for what I believe in and  joy in the study 
of His word. I am so thankful for all these things.

One of my fondest memories is of the gymnasium; it was my 
favourite building on campus. This was probably reflected 
somewhat in my grades, which were not as high as they could 
have been. Even though I probably should have spent 
more time in the library, I enjoyed the studies and
the learning and found the right balance, for me 
anyway. Some things I learned in the classroom 
or in the library and other things I learned on 
the sports field, like when we played a match 
against a team from a local prison and I 
learned that I could run faster than I 
thought. All great things to know!

Education in Sweden is free and I paid to go to Newbold, but this 
investment increased in value over the years and I have been so 
much richer for choosing to study at Newbold. Sometimes you 
get what you pay for and ‘free’ or ‘cheaper’ means less value. 
That is definitely the way it was for me. Many of my friends from 
those years at Newbold have become Church leaders around 
the world and it makes me proud to say of them “we were friends 
at Newbold”. My world, my network, is so much bigger for 
having been to Newbold.

Newbold gave me so much at the right time, which helped 
me to build a foundation for my life: friends across the 
world, my wife, memories that still give me strength, values 
that challenge me to stand up for what I believe in and joy 
in the study of His word.

(Theology, 1984)
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Education in Sweden is free and I paid to go to Newbold, but this 
investment increased in value over the years and I have been so 
much richer for choosing to study at Newbold. Sometimes you 
get what you pay for and ‘free’ or ‘cheaper’ means less value. 
That is definitely the way it was for me. Many of my friends from 
those years at Newbold have become Church leaders around 
the world and it makes me proud to say of them “we were friends 
at Newbold”. My world, my network, is so much bigger for 
having been to Newbold.
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Newbold gave me so much at the right time, which helped 
me to build a foundation for my life: friends across the 
world, my wife, memories that still give me strength, values 
that challenge me to stand up for what I believe in and joy 
in the study of His word.

(Theology, 1984)
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PLEASE GIVE NOW: NEWBOLD.AC.UK/DONATE

In a time of international uncertainty our aim is to provide stability amidst the upheaval by enabling our students to continue 
their education.

Many in our community are facing increased financial hardship as a result of the pandemic, and we have put measures in place 
to support our students as much as possible.

To help relieve their financial burden, we have reduced our international student fees to match those paid by home students. 

Some are without family. Some have reduced or no income. Some are struggling emotionally or practically, without their usual 
support systems.

Whatever their situation, we are calling on you to help us support them by donating to our Student Hardship Fund. 

NOW, MORE THAN EVER, NEWBOLD’S STUDENTS 
NEED YOUR SUPPORT.

S U P P O R T 
N E W B O L D ’S  S T U D E N T S 
W I T H  Y O U R  D O N A T I O N S
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LORD, IF YOU TAKE ME OUT OF THIS RELATIONSHIP, 
I WILL SERVE YOU FOR THE REST OF MY LIFE.

hat was my cry, one night in 2009, at 3 a.m. as I sat on 
the floor next to my bed. For me, my life had hit rock 
bottom and I could not see a way out. I was stuck, I felt 

and these were the only words I could speak. 

In the months that followed my relationship ended; we lost my 
cousin, who was just 26 years old, to lupus and my closest 
friend of twenty years to stomach cancer. By the end of 2010 I 
had no words; I couldn’t do what I loved to do, I couldn’t pray, I 
couldn’t sing and I didn’t know what to say. I had lost my voice, 
was disorientated and felt alone.

T

But little did I know that this would be a turning point in my life. This 
would be when God’s word would become life to me. The truth is 
I had not lost my voice – instead it was being transformed into a 
prophetic voice. A voice that had experienced the power of God 
to lovingly deliver and save. I had been given hope and peace 
and was now being called to speak words of life to those around 
me. It was then I heard God’s voice calling me to a life of ministry. 
God was about to use my voice in a way that I had never 
expected or experienced.

Now I am not claiming to be a prophet in any way, but I do 
believe that when we accept Jesus as our personal saviour and 
commit to being his witnesses to the world, we become a 
prophetic voice in the spaces we occupy – whether that be our 
families, workplaces, schools or community. We become a 
prophetic voice sharing the good news of Jesus.

In response to God’s call I enrolled to study theology at Newbold 
in 2013. It was there I believe God was developing my prophetic 
voice. He opened opportunities for my voice to be heard in 
different spaces including European and Global Media Ministry 
projects. 

After graduating from Newbold in 2016, I began a pastoral 
internship at two West London churches. Six months into my 
training I lost my voice again, this time to laryngitis, and could not 
speak for four weeks. My doctor referred me to a speech therapist 
who upon examination highlighted the damage I had done to my 
vocal cords due to stress and overworking. It was a wake-up call 
to care for my voice as it was the tool that God was using as I 
ministered. 

I have learnt that my prophetic voice as a Pastor does not only 
exist for preaching from the pulpit but also when attending the 
bedside of a dying patient, supporting a young person as they
       struggle to navigate through school, or in a community struck 
       with tragedy, such as the tragedy of the Grenfell fire of 2017.
        I believe this voice is powerful in these settings because of
          the presence of the Holy Spirit.

However, this belief was challenged when I was invited to 
co-host a conversational Bible study radio show in 2019 on 
Adventist Radio London (ARL). It is one experience to walk 
into a room and speak to an audience, and a completely 
different experience when no one is in the room and you 
must speak. It was daunting, and the questions that filled
my mind almost paralysed me: “What if they don’t like 
my northern accent? What if they don’t like what I’m
 talking about? What if they don’t like me?” Fear con-

sumed me until a colleague shared with me a quote
from Roosevelt’s speech (April 23,1910):

Sophia
PEART
When we accept Jesus as our personal saviour and commit 
to being his witnesses to the world, we become a prophetic 
voice in the spaces we occupy.

(MA Theology, 2016)
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IT IS NOT THE CRITIC WHO COUNTS…THE CREDIT 
BELONGS TO THE MAN WHO IS ACTUALLY IN THE 
ARENA, WHOSE FACE IS MARRED BY DUST AND 
SWEAT AND BLOOD; WHO STRIVES VALIANTLY; WHO 
ERRS, WHO COMES SHORT AGAIN AND AGAIN, 
BECAUSE THERE IS NO EFFORT WITHOUT ERROR 
AND SHORTCOMING; BUT WHO DOES ACTUALLY 
STRIVE TO DO THE DEEDS; WHO KNOWS GREAT 
ENTHUSIASMS, THE GREAT DEVOTIONS; WHO SPENDS 
HIMSELF IN A WORTHY CAUSE…AND WHO AT THE 
WORST, IF HE FAILS, AT LEAST FAILS WHILE DARING 
GREATLY, SO THAT HIS PLACE SHALL NEVER BE WITH 
THOSE COLD AND TIMID SOULS WHO NEITHER 
KNOW VICTORY NOR DEFEAT.

Each morning as I enter the recording studio, I enter with courage 
to use my prophetic voice. I read his speech before going on air 
followed by a simple prayer for the Holy Spirit. I have made 
mistakes on air, there have been those awkward moments of 
silence, but one thing I cannot deny is the presence of God as 
I speak.

Recently, ARL received a letter from a listener in Italy thanking us 
for broadcasting as it provided them with hope during their 
COVID-19 lockdown. Our prophetic voices were being heard 
even during a world pandemic. Every single time God uses my 
voice to minister I am humbled because I remember my cry in 
2009: “Lord, I will serve you for the rest of my life.” Now I add to 
this prayer, “Lord, I will serve you with my prophetic voice.”    
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CHRIST’S METHOD ALONE WILL GIVE TRUE SUCCESS 
IN REACHING THE PEOPLE. THE SAVIOUR MINGLED 
WITH [PEOPLE] AS ONE WHO DESIRED THEIR 
GOOD. HE SHOWED HIS SYMPATHY FOR THEM, 
MINISTERED TO THEIR NEEDS, AND WON THEIR 
CONFIDENCE. THEN HE BADE THEM, ‘FOLLOW ME’.

initially started studying Theology at Newbold in 1982 with 
the view to becoming a Pastor, but transferred to Business 
and graduated in 1987 with a Bachelor of Business   

Administration in Management from Andrews University, via 
Newbold.

Today I am a Co-Founder of Proactive by Design Limited, a 
professional development company which helps organisations 
and individuals to develop their creative, design, brand and 
proactive powers in order to make a greater impact in their field.  
We measure ‘better’ as impact in the five key areas of ‘Purpose, 
Profit, People, Planet and Personal’.       

I

When I left Newbold I spent twelve years in London working on 
financial system projects in investment banking and high-end 
financial services. I then took voluntary redundancy, travelled a 
little, did some contracting, got married and relocated to 
Brighton. 

While seeing what ‘proper’ jobs existed outside London (!) I took 
a one-year contract working on a UK central government 
financial systems project. I found the environment much more 
challenging – and stimulating – than banking. This sparked a 
career in UK central government progressing my career as a 
change professional. I have enjoyed working on cross-government
projects with various parties and spending several years as a 
strategic risk advisor before becoming a Financial Data Architect.                                                                                               

David
SANTINEER
(BBA, 1987)

  I started Proactive by Design with my Co-Founder Alvaro Bravo 
   Cole (a solid Adventist, originally from Chile) because I got fed
      up with seeing how many really accomplished people were           
        failing to achieve their full potential through change. That is
       why we aspire to challenge, help and equip.       

        Newbold prepared me for this life in many ways. My parents 
         had a cleaning company, so I grew up cleaning offices from  
      the age of eight. This led me to be very sceptical about business
     because most of the business people I met or observed ultimately
    seemed to be deceitful and greedy. While studying Theology at  
   Newbold I met Mrs Schantz who challenged my views by citing 
that God led the biggest organisation, ethically and superbly. 
Dr Pearson also introduced me to the work of E.F. Schumacher 
who had been advocating “economics as if people mattered”. 

Quite rapidly, I began to realise that God’s business model and 
principles were a force for good, so I switched to studying 
business as my ‘ministry’. I recognised that there was a need to 
demonstrate that business could be done differently. The new 
perspective I gained at Newbold was the biggest turning point in
             my professional life and has been my professional anchor
                     and motivator ever since.                                  

The new perspective I gained at Newbold was the biggest 
turning point in my professional life and has been my pro-
fessional anchor and motivator ever since...I would highly 
recommend the Newbold business experience above any 
other business undergraduate options you might be checking 
out.  

The Newboldian | 2020
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Marking Accounting 101

supplied: David Santineer (R) and Alvaro Cole (L), 2020

Marking Accounting 101

The most distinctive thing for me about Newbold was the range of 
personal skills it began to nurture in me: the presentation and 
feedback skills we were obliged to develop, the reading reports 
that forced us to use visuals instead of words to communicate, 
group working, making progress on ethical dilemmas, operating 
from principle, the need to innovate not just critique. 

The technical skills I learned at Newbold propelled me through 
the ranks in the banking arena because at Newbold we had 
been coached to go beyond the detail to observe and evaluate 
the underlying principles at work e.g. in accounting, finance and 
systems. That meant I seemed to possess a pair of ‘x ray specs’ in 
many areas of business discussion, whereas my colleagues from 
many top universities – including Oxbridge – seemingly had to 
think their way through a lot of detail on their way to identifying 
issues and useful actions.  

Finally, Newbold introduced me to the idea of aspiring to be a 
Waldensian – not slothful in business or key results and with a 
heart for people as the overriding motive for doing business. An 
example of that is helping business friends to start considering and 
valuing God as the author of what many call ‘mindfulness’ or 
‘hygge’.     

Therefore, every day Alvaro and I seek this exciting journey: 
“Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the 
people. The Saviour mingled with [people] as one who desired 
their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to 
their needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them, 
‘Follow Me’” (The Ministry of Healing, E.G. White, p.143).  
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first heard of Newbold in 1956 when my friend Evelyn 
Olson told me her family was moving to England. I came to 
realise that my father, Winton Beaven, first as academic 

dean and later as president of Colombia Union College, worked 
to arrange academic affiliation between the two educational 
institutions and they had a staff exchange agreement. I began to 
hear stories about the place that made me curious. At the time I 
never dreamed of the impact Newbold would have on my life.

I started university in Mexico City. My course in Mexican history 
taught me to question what I had been taught previously and not to 
assume one way was best. When I returned to the USA, studying 
at Columbia Union College, I was disturbed that no one was 
interested in what I had learned. I became uncomfortable there, 
so I looked for another place to go. Newbold was my solution. 
When I arrived on the same boat as the Marters family in 1964, 
none of us realised the impact the school would have on us.

I was full of curiosity and eagerness to learn about everything.
As I arrived three weeks before the majority of students, I learned 
my way around and got to know the summer workers and some 
staff before others arrived. I quickly felt at home. I felt safe to 
  ask questions, explore, experiment. I liked the rich variety of
     students. Despite being independent, even the strict rules didn’t
      bother me. I did struggle with staying warm, only eating the 
     same four vegetables, finding a place to exercise and some of 
        the lectures, though.

         I liked the student participation in all sorts of committees and
             organisations – clubs, worship, services. I liked the assigned 
            meal table rotation as I became acquainted with everyone by
              the end of the year. I even came to appreciate being forced 
               to speak. Many experiences challenged preconceptions 
                and some of my own fears. 

                   What I liked the most was the rich variety of people and
                    the opportunity to learn from them. My roommate showed 
                by example the value of personal meditation. Many staff and
                  students were willing to listen and advise nonjudgmentally.
                    ‘Papa Keough’ even gave me help, advice, and much grace           
                     over a late assignment, from his flat in Parkham (he
                    literally had the entire Bible memorised and referenced
                    it when it was helpful). I felt I knew everyone on some level.     
                   When I came to leave, I had friends all over the globe who
            welcomed me into their worlds, sometimes in the most unlikely
             of places.

           When I left Newbold, I travelled. Friends, friends of friends 
           and having just been at Newbold opened doors. I stayed 
           in Spain for four months thanks to a Newbold student. I
            eventually returned to the USA to finish my degree but was
           determined to leave again. I filled out a card saying I was 
willing to work abroad. A year after graduation and a year’s 
teaching experience in Takoma Park, I was asked to go to Beirut, 
Lebanon to teach. I stopped at Newbold on my way. I returned 

IBarbara 
ABRAHAMIAN
(NÉE BEAVEN)
At Newbold, people expect uniqueness. It is a safe place 
to ask questions, to enjoy learning and sharing, to contribute.
It is a place where I learned to identify the values most 
important to me and was given the freedom to express 
them and share them.

(1964 -65)

The top three in-gatherers: Irene Butters Duroe, Pat Bell Uttley, and Barbara 
Beaven Abrahamian. Reward was a photo in The Messenger and a week 
ingathering on the island of Jersey.
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I married and taught in a school while my husband, Henry, 
studied in FL and SC. We ended up living in IL because of 
professional American football. When I realised my husband 
would be gone all summer, I spent another summer in England. 
Newbold and the friends made there were magnets of learning 
and relationships.

We ended up moving to Athens for my husband’s work in export 
sales and we started a family. After three years in Greece it was a 
massive surprise when Henry's company, Sanford (inventor of 
Sharpie) told us they wanted us to move to England. We moved 
in February 1982 and have been here ever since. I have often 
thought God brought us to the place I had felt the safest and 
happiest, despite a love of learning and exploring.

I have spent most of my adult life near Newbold. I have played a 
variety of roles through the decades — student, visitor, observer, 
teacher, leader, singer, writer, editor and organiser. I have been 
challenged and grown while feeling accepted and comfortable in 
the process, thriving in the very ‘internationalness’ and academic 
environment of the community. 

People expect uniqueness. It is a safe place to question. Most 
enjoy learning and sharing, and it is possible to find someone to 
share with in a wide variety of areas. Contributing is encouraged. 
I learned to identify the values most important to me and have 
been given freedom to express them and share them.

again a year later with my father. My life took many unusual and 
unexpected turns, but I kept coming back to Newbold to visit 
friends and reconnect.  When I went to Andrews University for my 
MA my best friends were people who had been to Newbold or 
Middle East College. There were things you just understood about 
each other and didn’t have to explain.

Every year there was a Shakespeare Saturday night entertainment: 
Don Vollmer, Warick Schuil and Cynthia Benz.

The choir used to wear robes for church and the women had to wear hats.
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THANK YOU NEWBOLD FOR PREPARING ME FOR A 
FASCINATING LIFE!

graduated from Newbold in 1988 with a Bachelor of 
Business Administration (BBA). After graduating I worked for 
Shell Oil before doing a Master of Business Administration 

(MBA) at the University of Virginia. I worked in health care 
administration for a few years before realising that I hadn’t 
suffered enough, so I enrolled in a Juris Doctor degree at 
Georgetown, which doesn’t qualify someone to be called doctor 
or practice law  – but does cost a huge amount of money – so it 
must be valuable, right?

I I worked as a lawyer in Washington DC before becoming the 
representative of the General Conference of the Adventist to the 
US Government, and from there was recruited to serve as 
executive director of the US Commission on International 
Religious Freedom. I sat on a White House task force, a UN 
committee and even testified before Congress (without being 
subpoenaed or indicted!). I have worked on everything from 
complex legislation through to individual human rights cases.

I now run a consulting firm with clients from the aid and 
development, and health sectors. I spend my days working with 
the US Senate and House, the State Department, the international 
development agency USAID, the US Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) and the White House. I also write books - 
primarily for my own entertainment, but a select audience enjoys 
them too...and I am still involved in human rights advocacy. 

My time at Newbold had an impact on the path I have taken in 
almost every possible way. I learned public speaking, negotiation 
and the ability to interact with people in positions of authority 
through involvement with the Newbold Student Association 
(NSA). Newbold greatly expanded my view of the world and 
taught me how to work with various cultures. It taught me how to 
think. When I got to law school, I sat next to kids who had gone to 
Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, Stanford and the like. I found I was at 
least as well prepared as they were, and ended up graduating 
with honours. 

I had a lot of fun with my fellow Newbold students – I remember 
flying down the Bracknell ski slope on a cafeteria tray – but 
seriously, the time I spent with them (and the NSA meetings in 
particular) prepared me beautifully for my career, much of which 
has been spent working on complex issues in a turbulent, 
emotive, high stakes environment.

The values I learned at Newbold – particularly the Christian 
business perspective – pervasively shaped my life. I could
 have settled for a prosperous life with Shell Oil but I never 

felt that was my calling. I’ve attempted to follow God’s 
calling - and it has been infinitely more interesting and 

rewarding.

Thank you Newbold for preparing me for 
a fascinating life!

  

James 
STANDISH
Values I learned at Newbold have pervasively shaped my 
life. I’ve attempted to follow God’s calling, and it has given 
me an infinitely more interesting and rewarding life.  

(BBA, 1988)
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NEWBOLD NEVER TRIED TO MAKE ME MORE 
OR LESS ABLE TO FIT INTO A THEOLOGICAL BOX, 
RATHER IT HELPED ME UNPACK MY OWN AND 
GRANTED A SET OF BIBLICAL PAINTBRUSHES 
AND A BLANK CANVAS TO DISCOVER JESUS LIKE 
I NEVER HAVE DISCOVERED HIM BEFORE. 

onestly speaking, I was resistant to the idea of studying 
at Newbold. I felt like I was dragged there unwillingly 
by a God who had appointed a great fish to throw me  

up on the ‘shores’ of Bracknell. When I finally admitted that God 
was pointing me to Newbold all along, I remember packing my 
things in a crazy impulsive act. The van arrived on a road just a 
stone’s throw away from Newbold. The room I rented was in a 
house with two close friends, Max McKenzie-Cook and the 
late Andrew Davis. I remember barely having any money and 
was almost sent home due to lack of funds the next day when I 
went to register. 

H

I also remember the calm and hopeful hands of a friend upon 
my shoulder as I quivered in fear confiding in him about the 
costs. Tuesday, 28th August 2007 – Andrew laid his hands on 
my shoulders and prayed for me that day. When we were 
kneeling I never thought that his prayer would be so powerful 
and meaningful to me, that I’d never forget. Andrew prayed 
with so much confidence that God had called me to this 
moment to begin a journey in ministry that will not be cut short, 
but would continue to expand as far as God would take me, 
and finances were the last thing I’d ever be concerned about. 

Rising from my feet with him, we hugged, and as true as the man 
of God spoke it, the first of many financial miracles came just a 
few hours later and I successfully enrolled on my first day of 
Newbold. 

Reflecting back on the last five-and-a-half years, Andrew was 
right: the finances were the least of my concerns. Newbold 
broke me in other ways. Although the friendships and personal 
spaces that Newbold offered to me were life-changing to say 
the least, the theological path that Newbold provided ruptured 
me to the core.

I arrived, somewhat a Pharisee-know-it-all, rediscovered Jesus 
from fresh perspectives, hung out with agnosticism and even
          flirted with atheism.  Just like in Matthew 14:25, I remember
                       many times throughout those years in the early hours 
                            of the morning sitting in Sylvia’s Garden, where
                        Jesus met me in my confusion.

                             Through the classes, the lecturers, the papers,
                                    the exams, “The Experience” (a weekly
                                      student-led spiritual programme), the 
                                       cafe conversations, the pranks (that I
                                       had nothing to do with! Kinda…) and
                                       the friendships, God invited me onto
                                        the unstable waters of my dwindling
                                        faith. I revisited agnosticism, and brick 

Sam
GUNGALOO
The beginning was far from perfect.

(MA Theology, 2013)
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photography: Sam Gungaloo (L) and Andrew Davis (R), supplied

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
ANDREW SAMUEL DAVIS (1981-2019). 
REST IN PEACE UNTIL HE COMES.

author: Sam GUNGALOO

Since I graduated in 2013, God has had me walking on the 
waters of my faith in various capacities in ministry. I was privileged 
to serve under the South England Conference for almost seven 
years as a Pastor and a Radio Producer/Presenter. Now in 2020 
I reside in the US and serve under the Washington State 
Conference as the Lead Pastor for Eastside SDA Fellowship.

I’m holding onto Andrew Davis’ prophetic prayer for my life. God 
has begun a good work in me, and I see Him fulfilling it daily. 

I thank God for my imperfectly perfect walk with Jesus.

by brick he helped me build a more confident, safe and biblically 
sound theology that granted me peace to be led by Jesus, with a 
commission to lead others. 

Newbold wasn’t perfect; there were many tears of joy and 
sadness, frustrations and celebrations. But I will forever be 
indebted to the space that was curated by God partnering with 
staff that helped to intersect my faith with education to inform a 
future leader. The relevancy of Newbold was found in its unique 
ability to grant permission for students to think critically and 
honestly. Newbold never tried to make me more or less able to fit 
into a theological box, rather it helped me unpack my own and 
granted a set of biblical paintbrushes and a blank canvas to 
discover Jesus like I never had discovered Him before. 
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IN MEMORIAMDEATHS
It is with sadness that we report the deaths of 
the following members of the Newbold family. 

Malcolm WATSON
(1953 – 2019)    
alumnus: 1981

Andrew DAVIS
(1981 – 2019)       
alumnus: 2010

Allan LANHAM
(1944 – 2019)          
alumnus: 1966

Jack MAHON
(1921 – 2019)            
alumnus: 1949    

Orlando HOLDER
(1957-2020)                  
alumnus: 2006  

Christine MARLOW NÉE REES
( -2020)                  
alumna: 1984

David MANSFIELD
( -2020)                  
alumnus: 1954

Viv LLEWELLYN
(1934 – 2020)           
alumna: 1962 and 1975  

Brian PILMOOR
(1921 – 2020)           
alumnus: 1950 
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